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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

BINGHAMTON DIVISION

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

STATE OF NEW YORK and
THOMAS C. JORLING as Trustee
of the Natural Resources,

CIVIL ACTION NO. 89-CV-815
Judge McAvoyPlaintiffs,

v

)
)
)
)

STIPULA nON AND ORDERALLIED-SIGNAL INC.,

Defendant.

The parties, by their counsel, stipulate and agree as follows:

WHEREAS pursuant to the Stipulation and Order Amending Consent Decree, so ordered

January 22, 1998 ("Consent Decree Amendment"), defendant Allied-Signal Inc. (" AlliedSignal'-')

submitted a revised work plan for the remedial investigation/feasibility study ("RIfFS") of

Geddes Brook and Nine Mile Creek ("Revised Work Plan") to plaintiffs ("the State") for the

State's review;

WHEREAS after reviewing portions of the Revised Work Plan, the State on June 30,

1998, issued the "State of New York's Detem1ination to Disapprove and Revise the Sampling

and Analysis Part of the Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek Remedial Investigation Work Plan" and

AlliedSignal has accepted this detennination as final and binding;

WHEREAS the State has reviewed the remaining portions of the Revised Work Plan, has

determined that substantial revisions are necessary and, in consultation with AlliedSignal, has

revised this submittal in a document entitled "Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek Remedial



Investigation and Feasibliity Study Work Plan (May 12,2000)" (hereinafter "GB/NMC RI Work

Plan"), a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A;

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND ORDERED:

1 AlliedSignaJ accepts the GB/NMC RI Work Plan as final and binding and waives

any rights it would otherwise have under the Consent Decree Amendment, the interim Consent

Decree entered March 16, 1992 ("Interim Order"), or any provision of law, to dispute the State's

revision of the Revised Work Plan.

2. Nothing in this stipulation and order is intended to affect the parties' rights or

obligations under the Consent Decree Amendment and Interim Order concerning disputes which

may arise in the future involving the implementation of work described in the GB/NMC RI Work

Plan.

so AG.REY

MANNING LJASCH, JR.
Hunton & Williams

Date

For the State of New York

/ ~;&~~~6ru l I ~~JOO
NORMAN SP GEL (102652) Date
PHILIP BEIN (302224)
Assistant Attorneys General

of Counsel to
ELIOT SPITZER
Attorney General of the
State of New York

Attorney for PlaintiffsAttorney for Defendant

SO ORDERED this day of ,2000

V.S.D.].
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INTRODUCTION1.

This Work Plan provides background information on Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek and
discusses how the data collected to date will be evaluated in the Geddes
Brook/Ninemile Creek Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA), Ecological Risk
Assessment (ERA) and Remedial Investigation (RI) Reports. A Sampling and Analysis
Plan, contained in the 1 st Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek Determination, provided the
basis for sampling conducted during the summer of 1998 in Geddes Brook and
Ninemile Creek. The Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek Site Remedial Investigation and
Feasibility Study (RifFS) will proceed separately from the Onondaga Lake Remedial
Investigation and Feasibility Study. However, the influence of the Geddes
Brook/Ninemile Creek Site on Onondaga Lake, as defined by the data collected as part
of the Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek Remedial Investigation, will be discussed in the
Onondaga Lake Human Health Risk Assessment, Ecological Risk Assessment and
Remedial Investigation Reports. Data from the Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek
investigation are part of the larger Onondaga Lake database and will be considered in
the Onondaga Lake Human Health Risk Assessment, Ecological Risk Assessment and
Remedial Investigation Reports. Although these Onondaga Lake reports will focus on
Onondaga Lake, the effects of contaminants from tributaries such as Geddes Brook
and Ninemile Creek will be discussed in these reports, so as not to underestimate
potential risks to people, fish, and wildlife using the lake.

The principal objectives of the Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek RifFS work are to:

Determine the concentration and distribution of contaminants in
Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek

.

Determine the ecological and human health significance of
contaminants in the Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek system

.

Evaluate potential remedial alternatives to determine their
engineering feasibility and relative effectiveness in addressing
Honeywell-related contamination in the Geddes Brook/Ninemile
Creek system.

.

Figure 1-1 indicates the location of Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek with respect to
Onondaga Lake and known sources of Honeywell contamination (e.g., Bridge
Street/West Flume, Waste Beds 1-15). The bounds of the site currently consist of the
length of Geddes Brook from approximately 2,500 feet south (upstream) of its
intersection with Gerelock Road down to Ninemile Creek, the length of Ninemile Creek
from the Amboy Dam down to Onondaga Lake, and state and federal wetlands and
floodplains adjacent to these creeks. As the data collected as part of the Geddes
Brook/Ninemile Creek Remedial Investigation are evaluated, the bounds of the site may
be redefined.
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3.1.3 Potential Receptors

Potential ecological receptors are those that may be exposed directly, or indirectly, to
COGs through direct contact with chemicals or through trophic transfer via ingestion of
contaminated prey. Based on historical ecological investigations (COR 1991) and
observations made during the site visit in December 1997, there are a number of
potential receptors in the Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek area. These receptors include
benthic macroinvertebrates; fishes; amphibians; reptiles; birds; and mammals; inclusive
of rare, threatened, and endangered species.

Benthic macroinvertebrates may be directly exposed to COCs in sediment and water.
Semi-aquatic animals (i.e., amphibians and reptiles) and fishes may be directly
exposed to COGs in water and in sediment (by direct contact and incidental ingestion
while feeding). Semi-aquatic animals and fishes may be indirectly exposed to COGs
in prey. Similarly, birds and mammals may be directly exposed to COCs in sediment
and water (by direct contact and incidental ingestion while feeding). Birds and
mammals may also be indirectly exposed to COCs in prey such as benthic
macroinvertebrates and fishes.

3.1.4 Complete Exposure Pathways

One of the primary tasks of screening-level problem formulation is the evaluation of
potential exposure pathways through evaluating source/media and contacVentry routes
(U.S. EPA 1997a). A complete ecological exposure pathway includes the following

components:

A source and mechanism of chemical release to the environment.
. An environmental transport medium (e.g., water, sediment, biota)

An ecological exposure route at the contact point (e.g., ingestion,
dermal contact).

.

As discussed in Section 3.1.2, COCs enter Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek and may
become distributed in water, sediment, floodplain soil, and biota. This section focuses
on the ecological exposure route at the contact point.

For aquatic, semi-aquatic, and terrestrial biota, primary exposure to COCs is through
direct contact with water and sediment, and ingestion of sediment and food sources.
The contributions of COCs from each of these media vary between species and are
dependent on the functional attributes and feeding ecology of an organism, as well as
the physicochemical properties of both the environmental media and the COCs. A
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summary of potential exposure routes to various groups of receptors identified in
Section 3. 1 .3 is provided below.

3.1.4.1 Direct Contact/Ingestion

For aquatic and some semi-aquatic organisms, uptake of COCs can occur from direct
contact with water and sediment, and ingestion of sediment and food sources. For
example, the primary exposure pathway for benthic macroinvertebrates living in or on
sediments is generally through direct contact and ingestion of sediments. A complete
exposure pathway exists for benthic macroinvertebrates in Geddes Brook and Ninemile
Creek through direct contact and/or ingestion of sediment and water.

Fish are in contact with surface water and are also likely to have some contact and inci-
dental ingestion of sediments while feeding (primarily bottom feeding fish). However,
for many species the dominant route of exposure for piscivorous fish is anticipated to
be ingestion of prey due to the bioaccumulation potential of some COCs (e.g., mercury,
PCBs). Complete exposure pathways exist for fish in Geddes Brook and Ninemile
Creek through ingestion of sediment, water, and prey, and direct contact with water and
sediment.

Similarly, direct contact and incidental ingestion of COGs through surface water, and
floodplain soils may also constitute a complete exposure pathway for terrestrial
mammals. For example, small mammals burrowing in the soil for prey or for shelter
have increased opportunity for exposure to contaminated soils. Small mammals
generally have small home ranges, and they often live in and on the soil. Larger
mammals (e.g., deer, raccoon) and small mammals may use surface waters of the site
for drinking water purposes.

Animals feeding on aquatic organisms or organisms with a partial aquatic life history
(e.g., insects, amphibians) may be exposed to COCs originating in Geddes Brook or
Ninemile Creek with increased opportunity for dietary exposure. Complete exposure
pathways exist for terrestrial animals through direct contact and/or ingestion of surface
water, floodplain soil and aquatic organisms.

3.1.4.2 Bloaccumulation

For fish and wildlife receptors, potential exposur:e to COCs is likely to be greatest via
ingestion of contaminated prey. Bioaccumulation at each level of the food chain may
increase the chemical exposure concentration to many times the original concentration
found in water and sediments. Therefore, upper trophic level species are usually
exposed to higher concentrations of bioaccumulative contaminants than lower trophic
level species. The extent of exposure potential is based on species life history
requirements and feeding habits as well as the bioavailability of the COCs. Piscivores
and insectivorous animals feeding on fish and insects at the site may have higher
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exposures to bioaccumulative COCs (e.g., mercury, PCBs) than herbivorous animals

3. 1.5 Ecological Endpoints

3.1.5.1 Assessment Endpoints

As defined by Warren-Hicks et al. (1989), assessment endpoints are formal
expressions of the actual environmental values that are to be protected (e.g.,
protection of local piscivorous bird populations; reproductive success of higher-trophic
level species). Specific assessment endpoints define the ecological value in sufficient
detail to identify the measures needed to answer specific questions or to test specific
hypotheses (USEPA, 1997a). Potential assessment endpoints for the screening-level
assessment include 1) the protection of the health (i.e., survival, growth, and
reproduction) of local benthic macroinvertebrate communities;-2) the protection of the
health (i.e., survival, growth, and reproduction) of local fish populations; and 3) the
protection of the health (i.e., survival, growth, and reproduction) of local wildlife
(including piscivorous and insectivorous birds and mammals). For the screening-level
assessment, however, the primary assessment endpoint selected is the protection of
the health (i.e., survival, growth, and reproduction) of local aquatic, semi-aquatic, and
terrestrial wildlife populations based on comparisons of contaminant concentrations in
surface water and sediment to applicable criteria and guidelines and development of
hazard quotients using conservative assumptions.

3.1.5.2 Measurement Endpoints

Measures of exposures and effects, which will be used in this risk assessment, are
quantifiable environmental characteristics (e.g., organism mortality in sediment toxicity
tests) that are related to assessment endpoints. All measures of exposures and effects
correspond directly to assessment endpoints or can be related to assessment
endpoints using predictive models. The measures of exposure and effects in this
assessment generally represent three basic types of data: 1) results of biological
surveys (e.g., species abundance, taxa biomass), 2) toxicity tests performed on site
media (e.g., percent mortality and biomass in sediment toxicity tests), and 3) chemical
data (e.g., concentrations of contaminants in water, sediment, and biota).

Limited information is currently available to address these measurement endpoints.
The CDR (1991) study assessed species richness and abundance for benthic
communities and fishes in Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek but did not assess
piscivorous wildlife populations.
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Single chemical concentration data (when compared to ecotoxicity values in the
following section) serve as the primary measurement endpoint for the screening-level
assessment. Existing chemical concentration data (prior to that collected in 1998) are
far from complete in terms of sampling location, media, and analytes. Because of the
deficiencies in the historic data for the measurement endpoints, tasks pertaining to
biological surveys, toxicity tests, and chemical concentration data will be included in the
work discusse:d in Section 6 of this Work Plan (these data were collected in 1998).

3.1.6 Screening Ecotoxicity Values

Selection of screening values (and applicable fish and wildlife regulatory criteria as
required in Step 1 of a FWIA) was based on availability and applicability to the site and
to the freshwater environment. The primary screening values were those identified by
New York State (NYSDEC 1998 (water), 1999 (sediment), Newell et al. 1987 (fish».
When state screening values were not available for a substance, secondary screening
values were based on those identified by U.S. EPA (1986 (water), 1996a (ecotox
thresholds for water and sediment». Finally, when neither state nor federal screening
values were available for a substance, tertiary values were taken from other available
peer-reviewed sources such as IJC (1989). The sources of screening values used for
this assessment are listed below:

Surface Water.
. New York State surface water standards (NYSDEC 1998)
. EPA ambient water quality values (U.S. EPA 1986)
. EPA ecological toxicity thresholds (U.S. EPA 1996a)

Sediments.
New York State sediment screening values (NYSDEC 1999)
EPA ecological toxicity thresholds (U.S. EPA 1996a)
For parameters without NYSDEC or U.S. EPA screening values, use other
thresholds as per NOAA (long and Macdonald et al. 1995) and Ontario Ministry
of the Environment (Persaud, et al. 1993). Note: these thresholds were not used
in the screening of historic data in this work plan but will be used, if necessary,
in the updated screening document.

Fish Tissue.
New York State fish flesh criteria for piscivorous wildlife (Newell et al. 1987)
International Joint Commission objectives (IJC 1989).

The most conservative screening values are presented and compared to maximum
detected concentrations of substances in the following section.
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For ecological risk assessment purposes, floodplain soil results will be compared with
sediment criteria and soil criteria for terrestrial plants and invertebrates, not human
health based soil criteria.

3.2 SCREENING-LEVEL EXPOSURE ESTIMATE AND RISK CALCULATION

At the screening level, ecological risk estimation is limited to a simplified quantitative
evaluation of the relative potential risks of COCs to potential receptors at the site.
Screening-level exposure estimates are used to provide a level of inherent
conservatism to ensure that potential ecological hazards are identified early in the
problem formulation process. The screening-level estimates ensure that the
appropriate and relevant COCs are selected for further evaluation, or if necessary,
identify data gaps to be addressed in the baseline ecological risk assessment.

This section presents the resuhs of screening evaluations conducted to identify COCs
for the baseline ecological risk assessment. Screening values were selected based on
availability and applicability as discussed in Section 3.1.6. The data used in the
screening evaluations are the analytical results of previous studies conducted on water,
sediment, and fish collected from Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek. In general, the
existing historic data, collected prior to 1998, are inadequate to assess the nature and
extent of substances and the potential ecological risk that the substances may pose.
The data are limited in the number of sampling locations, the number of samples, and
the suite of analytes. In addition, complete data validation was not performed for all
referenced studies (see Section 1). Nevertheless, screening of existing data is required
by U.S. EPA (1997a) and the exercise is a "first step" for quantitative identification of
COGs. Water, sediment and biota screening will be updated with the 1998 data which
will include full TAL, TCL, PCDDslPCDFs and methylmercury.

The premise for evaluating screening-level exposure at the site was through derivation
of ecotoxicological or hazard quotients. Hazard quotients are calculated by taking the
ratio of the exposure point concentration (EPC) over that of an ecotoxicological effects
concentration (EEC) or toxicity-based benchmark, as follows:

HO = EPC/EEC

where:
HO =

EPC =
EEC =

hazard quotient
exposure point concentration (maximum media concentration)
ecotoxicological effects concentration (e.g., toxicity-based benchmarks)

In this equation, a hazard quotient value ~ 1.0 derived from surface water criteria and
sediment benchmarks would indicate no significant hazard to an aquatic receptor.
Similarly, a hazard quotient value .s 1.0 derived from a wildlife no-observed-adverse-
effect level (NOAElw) indicates that the substance presents no significant hazard to the
wildlife receptor. Hazard quotient values greater than'1.0 indicate that the substance
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poses a potential hazard.

Surface Water3.2.1

Table 3-6 presents the results of the screening evaluation for surface water using data
collected prior to 1998. Substances for which hazard quotients exceed 1.0 are
designated as COGs and are retained for further evaluation. Based on the available
data, 21 substances (12 inorganic and 9 organic) were screened in surface water.

Maximum concentrations of most organic substances in surface water at the site are
below water quality screening values. Only one organic substance (chlordane) was
detected above its screening value.

Ten of the 12 inorganic substances tested in surface water had maximum
concentrations that exceeded water quality screening values. .For select metals, water
quality criteria are dependent on water hardness. Based on data provided in COR
1991, the minimum hardness in Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek was approximately 200
mg/L. Using the minimum hardness value results in conservative criteria (i.e., lower
standards). Substances retained for further evaluation were aluminum, barium,
cadmium, chloride, copper, iron, lead, mercury, manganese, and zinc.

The surface water screening will be updated using data collected during this Remedial
Investigation (1998).

3.2.2 Sediment

Tables 3-7 and 3-8 present the results of the sediment screening evaluation using the
data collected prior to 1998. Similar to the procedure used for surface water,
substances for which hazard quotients exceeded 1.0 were designated as COCs. A
total of 23 substances (10 inorganic and 13 organic) were subjected to the sediment
screening evaluation.

One organic substance (chlordane) exceeded the sediment screening value
(Table 3-7). For those organic parameters with NYSDEC (1999) benthic chronic toxicity
or wildlife bioaccumulation standards (see Table 3-7), the maximum concentrations
were standardized to organic carbon with a conservative assumption of 1 % total
organic carbon (TOC data are not available for these NYSDEC sediment samples). For
those parameters without NYSDEC ecological sediment screening criteria, USEPA
ecotoxicity thresholds (USEPA 1996a) were used as the screening values. These
thresholds are reported on a dry-weight basis.

Nine of 10 inorganic substances exceeded the sediment screening values (Table 3-8).
Inorganic substances for which maximum concentrations exceeded screening values
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were arsenic, cadmium, copper, iron, lead, manganese, mercury, nickel, and zinc.
Maximum concentrations of eight of the nine inorganic substances exceeded the
Lowest Effect Level (LEL) but not the Severe Effect Level (SEL). The maximum
concentration of mercury (21.1 mglkg) also exceeds the SEL (1.3 mglkg).

The sediment screening will be updated using data collected during this Remedial
Investigation (1998).

3.2.3 Wildlife Communities

To evaluate the potential risk of exposure for wildlife communities, the maximum tissue
concentration of fish tissue samples collected in previous field studies (COR 1991) was
compared to fish tissue screening values for piscivorous birds and mammals. Tissue
screening values for birds and mammals were obtained from Newell et al. (1987). Prior
to the Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek RVFS, only six fish species (20 samples) were
collected from the Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek system and subjected to tissue
analysis. In CDR (1991), brown trout, northern pike, white sucker, bluegill, largemouth
bass, and small mouth bass were collected and analyzed for total mercury.
methylmercury and Aroclor«' 1254 (small mouth bass only). Because only a limited
number of contaminants were analyzed in fish tissue, the COR study results provide a
limited estimate of risk. Table 3-9 provides the maximum concentration of Aroclo,e
1254 and methylmercury in fish tissue (one small mouth bass) compared to total
mercury and total PCBs tissue screening values for birds and mammals.

The results indicate that the maximum methylmercury and Aroclorl> 1254
concentrations detected in smallmouth bass may pose risks to piscivorous birds and
mammals consuming these fish at the site.

The wildlife screening will be updated using data collected during this Remedial
Investigation (1998). The hazard quotient calculations for wildlife can be a comparison
of EPCs in biota to conservative NOAELs to represent potential food chain effects.
Fish tissue concentrations will be used as prey concentrations in food chain exposure
calculations for piscivorous wildlife. Calculations will be prepared for piscivorous fish,
piscivorous mammals and birds, and insectivorous birds.

3.2.4 Summary of Screening Assessment

Substances for which maximum site concentrations in surface water, sediment, and
tissue exceeded the lowest available screening value are considered as COCs for
further evaluation in the baseline ecological risk assessment. Thirteen inorganic
(aluminum, arsenic, barium, cadmium, calcium, chloride, copper, iron, lead,
manganese, mercury [including methylmercury], nickel, and zinc) and two organic
(chlordane and PCBs) substances warrant further evaluation.
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This list will be updated based on a screening (water, sediment, wildlife) using the data
collected during the AI (1998).

BASELINE RISK ASSESSMENT PROBLEM FORMULATION

Refinement of Preliminary Contaminants of Concern3.3. 1

The screening-level exposure estimate and risk calculation discussed in Section 3.2
identified 13 inorganic and two organic substances as COGs for the site. However,
these COCs should not be considered final or comprehensive because monitoring data
lack an extensive evaluation of water, sediment, floodplain soil, and biota. For
example, the data do not include analysis of DOT, hexachlorobenzene, and most
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, which were identified as CQCs for the Bridge Street
facility. Therefore, the field investigation discussed in Sections 5 and 6 of this work
plan includes comprehensive chemical analysis of water, sediment, floodplain soil and
biota. The list of COCs will be re-evaluated during the ecological risk assessment when
the data from the remedial investigation are available.

3.3.2 Further Characterization of Ecological Effects

When the list of COGs is finalized during the ecological risk assessment, additional
characterization of the ecological effects of COGs will be performed. This
characterization may include identification of no-observed-adverse-effect-leveis
(NOAELs), lowest-observed-adverse-effect levels (LOAELs), exposure-functions, and
the mechanisms of toxic responses.

Transport and Fate of Contaminants of Concern, Ecosystems Potentially at Risk,
and Complete Exposure Pathways

Transport and fate of COCs, ecosystems potentially at risk, and complete exposure
pathways were discussed in Section 3.1 and are summarized in Figure 3-4. The
ecosystems potentially at risk are the sediment and aquatic habitat of Geddes Brook
and Ninemile Creek and the terrestrial habitat adjacent to these areas. These
ecosystems will be evaluated in the work discussed in Section 6 of this Work Plan.
Analysis of complete exposure pathways indicates that aquatic, semi-aquatic, and
terrestrial biota are potential receptors of COCs from primary and secondary sources
in Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek. Onondaga lake, which is being evaluated in a
separate ecological risk assessment, is the receiving water body of surface water and
suspended sediments from Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek. Data from the Geddes
Brook and Ninemile Creek investigation are part of the larger Onondaga lake database
and will be considered in the Onondaga lake Human Health Risk Assessment,
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Ecological Risk Assessment and Remedial Investigation Reports. Although these
Onondaga lake reports will focus on Onondaga lake, the effects of contaminants from
tributaries such as Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek will be discussed in these
reports, so as not to underestimate potential risks to people, fish, and wildlife using the

lake.

3.3.4 Selection of Assessment Endpoints

Assessment endpoints and measures of exposure and effects were discussed in
Section 3.1.5 and are summarized in Table 3-10. The assessment endpoints defined
for this study include population abundance and production, assemblage structure,
organism health (i.e., survival, growth, and reproduction), and risk to various aquatic,
semi-aquatic, and terrestrial biota (including birds and mammals). These endpoints
were selected based on their biological significance, their susceptibility to potential
contact through indirect or direct exposure to GOGs, and the availability of pertinent
assessment models and toxicological information in the literature.

The benthic macroinvertebrate community is considered an appropriate receptor
community because of its exposure to GOGs through direct contact with sediments and
water. Furthermore, benthic macroinvertebrates are relatively sedentary, or localized

in their movement.

The fish community is considered an appropriate receptor community because it is
ecologically and societally important, susceptible to COCs, and of a scale appropriate
to habitat and distribution of COCs at the site. The fish community structure is
important for this assessment in that much of the energy flow in these small brooks and
creeks is through fish, which provide a major nutrient reserve to wildlife systems. Risks
to piscivorous fish and forage fish will be individually evaluated in the risk assessment.

Piscivorous wildlife are considered appropriate receptors because they are susceptible
to COCs through fish consumption. COCs may bioaccumulate in aquatic food webs,
leading to high levels of exposure to piscivorous fish and wildlife. For terrestrial
mammals, mink have been shown to be highly sensitive to toxic effects of mercury (and
PCBs) through reproductive impairment. Kingfishers, great blue heron, and osprey are
examples of piscivorous birds that may use habitat and resources at the site.

The measures of exposures and effects selected for the ecological risk assessment are
summarized in Table 3-10 with the assessment endpoints. Information pertaining to
measurement endpoints will be obtained from the field investigation discussed in

Section 6 and from previous studies.

3.3.5 Conceptual Model and Risk Questions

The conceptual site model is presented in Figure 3-4. Primary sources of substances
are tributaries (the West Flume, the unnamed creek to Geddes Brook, and Beaver
Meadow Brook), surface water runoff, and groundwater from Waste Beds 1-15 to
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Ninemile Creek. From these primary sources, substances enter water through inflow
and enter sediments and floodplain soils through precipitation and deposition.
Substances enter biota through dermal contact, respiration, and ingestion. Secondary
sources are, therefore, water, sediments, floodplain soils, and biota. The major
stressors are potentially toxic chemicals in secondary sources that can reach aquatic
and semi-aquatic ecological receptors through dermal contact, respiration, and
ingestion. Chemicals can also reach terrestrial receptors through dermal contact and
ingestion. The major potential effects of chemicals are toxicity and bioaccumulation.
Calcite is also considered a stressor that may affect aquatic and semi-aquatic receptors
through alteration of sediment characteristics.

The assessment endpoints are: 1) the protection of the health (i.e., survival, growth,
and reproduction) of local benthic macroinvertebrate communities, as determined by
sediment toxicity tests, community evaluations, and comparison to surface water and
sediment criteria and guidelines; 2) the protection of the health (i.e., survival, growth,
and reproduction) of local fish populations, as determined by comparison of body
burdens to toxicity reference values, comparison to surface water and sediment criteria
and guidelines, community evaluations, and observations of gross abnormalities; and
3) the protection of the health (i.e., survival, growth, and reproduction) of local wildlife
(including birds and mammals), as determined by comparison of body burdens based
on food web models to toxicity reference values and comparison to surface water and
sediment criteria and guidelines. Whole-body fish data will be used in all ecological
assessments and characterizations.

Ecological risk questions provide a basis for examining relationships among
assessment endpoints and their predicted responses when exposed to contaminants
(U.S. EPA 1997a). The risk question of whether COCs present at Geddes Brook and
Ninemile Creek cause adverse effects on assessment endpoints will be refined during
the site investigation evaluation and risk characterization.

3.4 ECOLOGICAL RISK CHARACTERIZATION

The primary objectives of risk characterization are to summarize risk-related
information, evaluate exposure concentrations (including comparison to reference
conditions, available standards, and available guidelines). determine the potential for
various ecological effects, and describe uncertainties associated with the overall risk
assessment. Risk-related information will include the results of the field investigation
discussed in Section 6 of this work plan, data collected prior to 1998, and data from
ongoing studies in the area. Ris!< characterization may include refinement of the COCs.
receptors of concern, and assessment and measurement endpoints described in this
work plan based on results of the remedial investigation.

Through risk estimation, the likelihood of adverse effects to assessment endpoints will
be determined by integrating exposure and effects data and evaluating the weight-of-
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evidence and associated uncertainties. Several lines of evidence (e.g., toxicity testing,
benthic and fish community evaluation, food web model) will be evaluated for several
of the assessment endpoints in an effort to increase confidence in the conclusions of
the risk assessment. A summary of the receptors, endpoints, and the risk estimates will
be provided in the ecological risk assessment.

The risk characterization will include an uncertainty analysis that identifies and, to the
extent possible, quantifies the uncertainty associated with each risk estimate and with
the overall conclusions of the ecological risk assessment. The most significant sources
of uncertainty will be identified, and the relative significance of each will be discussed.
The uncertainty analysis will provide an evaluation of the impact of the uncertainties on

the overall assessment.

The ecological risk assessment report will be prepared in accordance with applicable
state (FWIA) and federal (ERAGS) requirements.
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HUMAN HEALTH RISK ASSESSMENT4.

4.1 INTRODUCTION

The tasks described in this section address the approach to be used in the baseline risk
assessment for human populations that might be exposed to contaminants of concern
(COCs) in Geddes Brook or Ninemile Creek media. The baseline risk assessment will
analyze potential adverse health effects that could result from current or future
exposure to potentially hazardous substances in the absence of any remedial action
(i.e., under the no-action alternative). The baseline risk assessment will consist of four
components: identification of COCs, exposure assessment, toxicity assessment, and
risk characterization (Figure 4-1). Assessments will be conducted consistent with the
following guidance documents: -

Risk Assessment Guidance for Superfund (U.S.
1991a,b)

EPA 1989a,.

.

.
Exposure Factors Handbook (U.S. EPA 1997b)

USEPA Region III: Risk Based Concentrations (USEPA 1999a)

Dennal Exposure Assessment: Principles and Applications (U.S.
EPA 1992a)

.
Risk Assessment Guidance for Superfund - Supplemental

Guidance: Dermal Risk Assessment - Interim Guidance (Intemal
Draft; U.S. EPA March 1999b)

.

.

.
Technical Guidance for Screening Contaminated Sediments
(NYSDEC, January 1999)
USEPA Region 9 Preliminary Remediation Goals (USEPA 1999c)

Guidance for Data Usability in Risk Assessment (U.S. EPA 1990).. Assessing Dermal Exposure from Soil (U.S. EPA 1995)

USEPA Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response directives
(U.S. EPA 1991c, 1992b) on characterizing risks and uncertainties
in quantitative risk assessments.

.

Table 4-a indicates additional Human Heahh Risk Assessment guidance documents
which should be considered while developing the Human Heahh Risk Assessment.
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IDENTIFICATION OF CONTAMINANTS OF CONCERN4.2

This section of the baseline risk assessment will present the rationale for the selection
of GOGs. The risk assessment will rely on historical data and on data collected during
the remedial investigation and will focus on exposure to GOGs in the following media:

.

.

.

Fishes collected from Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek

Sediments and surface water in Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek

Soils in floodplain areas of Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek

Sediments, surface water, and soil samples from reference stations
representing uncontaminated areas that will not bias the selection
of COGs.

.

Analytical results of samples from these areas will be evaluated-to identify COCs. Con-
sistent with guidance in U.S. EPA (1989a), site data will be reviewed to evaluate fre-
quency - of detection and the presence of essential nutrients. Any exclusions of
chemicals on this basis will be clearly described in the risk assessment. In addition,
substances detected in site media will also be screened based on comparisons with
background concentrations of inorganic chemicals and risk-based concentrations
(RBCs) for all chemicals. Specifically, substances will be identified as COCs for human
health where any of the following criteria are met:

Mean concentrations of inorganic substances in site soil, water, or
sediments exceed the mean concentration identified for that
chemical in appropriate (similar) background samples by a factor of
two or more.

.

. Maximum detected concentrations of substances in site soil, water,
sediments, or fishes exceed applicable RBCs derived by EPA
(USEPA, 1999a) using conservative methods.

Mercury and methylmercury were generally considered to be COCs
in all media, regardless of whether or not location-specific or matrix-
specific concentrations exceeded applicable screening criteria.
Mercury was not screened out due to its significance for the overall
Onondaga Lake HHRA and its pervasiveness in the Onondaga
Lake basin.

.

Sediment concentrations (inorganic contaminants only) in Geddes Brook and Ninemile
Creek will be compared with appropriate reference stations in order to screen out
possible inorganic contaminants. In the screening presented herein, in instances where
the maximum detected concentration exceeded the ABC but was less than the
concentration of the background sample, the parameter was retained as a COCo

The RBCs proposed for use in identifying GOGs in site media were derived by EP A
Region III (U.S. EPA 1999a) and represent a concentration of a chemical that is
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assumed to pose an acceptable level of human health risk based on specified exposure
conditions. The RBCs provide a conservative means to identify potential risks because
they incorporate the lower end of the acceptable risk range identified by EPA and are
derived assuming a higher level of exposure than is likely to take place during
recreational visits to the tributaries. The EPA Region III RBCs are based on a 1x10-6
cancer risk for carcinogenic effects or a hazard index (HI) of 1 for noncarcinogenic
effects. For the preliminary screening conducted in this chapter, the screening level for
non-carcinogenic contaminants has been adjusted to a HI of 0.1, by dividing the
published residential soil or tap water screening concentration by 10. Use of these risk
levels provides a margin of safety for identifying COCs because it is the lower end of
the risk range often identified as acceptable at Superfund sites.

Site data for soil and sediments will be compared with EPA Region III RBCs for
residential soil. These residential RBGs are derived assuming that residents are
exposed to chemicals in soil 350 days per year, that an adult ingests 100 mg/day of soil
for 24 years, and that a child ingests 200 mg/day of soil for 6 years. Thus, these values
provide a conservative means to identify COGs for recreational visitors exposed to
limited areas of tributary sediments or floodplain soils. Similarly, residential RBCs for
consumption of drinking water will be compared with tributary data for water. These
RBCs are derived based on ingestion of 2 L of drinking water per day for 30 years and
thus provide a conservative means to evaluate exposure to water while visiting the
tributaries. RBCs for fish tissue were derived using a fish consumption rate of 54 g/day.

A preliminary list of COCs has been identified based on the comparisons described
above. Specifically, mercury, arsenic, aluminum, manganese, and benzo(a)pyrene
were identified as COGs in sediments of Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek
(T abies 4-1 and 4-2, respectively). No other COCs were identified exceeding RBCs in
sediments. In fish tissue, mercury and PCBs were identified as COCs (Table 4-3). In
surface water, manganese and mercury exceeded the RBC in both Geddes Brook and
Ninemile Creek, and lead exceeded the drinking water standard of 15 ,ug/L at two
locations in Ninemile Creek (Table 4-4) and two locations in Geddes Brook (Table 4-5);
therefore, these metals were identified as COCs. Chloroform, cadmium, and chromium
were each detected at a concentration exceeding the surface water RBC in one
Ninemile Creek surface water sample (Table 4-4), bromo-dichloro-methane, a-
chlordane, chloroform and trichloroethene exceeded the RBC in one water sample from
Geddes Brook (Table 4-5).

This preliminary identification of COGs will be updated using results of samples to be
collected during this investigation. The updated screening will utilize both EPA Region
3 RBGs and EPA Region 9 preliminary remediation goals (non-cancer PRGs should be
divided by 10 for use in contaminant screening). The dermal exposure pathway for soil
and sediment will be evaluated in the updated screening for all parameters that have
EPA Region 2 dermal absorption factors.
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EXPOSURE ASSESSMENT4.3

Exposure assessment is the process of identifying human populations that could
potentially come into contact with site-related substances and estimating the
magnitude, frequency, duration, and route{s) of potential exposures. First, the
exposure setting is characterized and potentially exposed populations (i.e., recreational
visitors) are identified. Next, potential exposure pathways are identified and a summary
of exposure assumptions proposed for use in the risk assessment is provided.

Exposure Setting and Receptor Populations4.3.1

At the present time, the lower reaches of Geddes Brook are generally inaccessible
because of fencing and dense stands of reed vegetation (Phragmites). Geddes Brook
is about 18- to 2o-ft wide and about 1- to 2.5-ft deep. The lower reaches of Geddes
Brook are classified as Class C water (i.e., suitable for fishing and all other uses except
as a source of water supply for drinking, culinary, or food processing purposes and
primary contact recreation).

The lower reaches of Ninemile Creek are also generally inaccessible except by boat.
The mouth of Ninemile Creek itself has either thick phragmites vegetation or heavy
woods along the sides, limiting access to the creek. However, trails from the top of the
cliffs to the lakeshore are evident. Between the cliffs and Interstate 690 is a parking
area, thereby allowing some access to the lakefront and Creek. However, lower
reaches of Ninemile Creek are generally inaccessible because of the predominance of
highway structures in the area. West of Interstate 690, an access road along

Ninemile Creek allows for general access to the creek. The water depth of the creek
is estimated to be generally about 3 ft. New York state currently classifies Ninemile
Creek's lower reaches as Class C waters.

Although the relative inaccessibility of most of the lower reaches of Geddes Brook and
Ninemile Creek would result in limited exposure, it is conceivable that recreational
visitors might come into contact with COCs in the tributaries or in floodplain soils. Thus,
a recreational scenario was selected as a conservative means of estimating future
exposures and risks. Residential and industrial or construction scenarios will not be
evaluated.

Data collected prior to 1998 and data collected during the remedial investigation will be
used to further characterize the exposure setting, including aspects of the physical
setting, such as climate, vegetation, soil type, and surface water hydrology, that are
relevant to the baseline risk assessment.
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4.3.2 Potential Exposure Pathways

An exposure pathway is defined as the path a substance takes from the" exposure
medium to contact and absorption by an individual (i.e., a receptor). For actual or
potential exposures to be present, the exposure pathway must be complete. Exposure
pathways are considered to be complete when they have COCs in an exposure
medium (e.g., soil), a contact point, and a route of exposure (e.g., soil ingestion).
GOGs in site media are not expected to pose hazards to receptors at the site unless the
pathways for those media are co~plete.

The affected media to be considered in this evaluation are water, sediments, floodplain
soils, and fishes in Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek. People may come into contact
with affected sediments, floodplain soil, and water via ingestion and dermal contact.
People may also consume fishes caught in Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek. Data
from the remedial investigation will be used to clarify pathways and to evaluate the
relative contributions of various pathways to total exposures.- Data available to date
indicate that mercury and methylmercury are COCs in sediments, surface water and
fish. PCBs are also COCs in fish (no historic fish data for other parameters were
available). Thus, the following sections describe methods proposed to quantify
exposure to COCs in sediments, floodplain soils, surface water, and fishes. If COGs
are identified in additional media, the means to evaluate exposure will be discussed
with NYSDEC.

4.3.3 Quantify Exposure

In this section, substance intake rates will be estimated for the exposure pathways
identified in the previous section. Substance intakes are based on estimates of
exposure concentrations at the exposure point (i.e., exposure point concentrations) and
on the estimated magnitude of exposure to chemical-containing media. Exposure
estimates for ingestion, termed chronic daily intakes (CDls), are defined as the mass
of a substance taken into the body, per unit of body weight, per unit of time. For dermal
contact, exposures are expressed as absorbed dose rather than administered dose.
CDIs will be calculated using methods described in U.S. EPA (1989a) to derive
estimates for the typical case (U.S. EPA 1992b) and for the reasonable maximum
exposure (RME) case, which is described by EPA as the highest exposure that is
reasonably expected to occur at a site (U.S. EPA 1989a). The following sections and
Tables 4-6 through 4-8 provide proposed exposure algorithms and assumptions to be
used to calculate CDIs for fish consumption (Table 4-6), sediment ingestion (Table 4-7)
and sediment dermal absorption (Table 4-8). Risks from exposure to water and
floodplain soils will similarly be quantified in the HHRA using appropriate algorithms and
exposure parameters.

4.3.3.1 General Exposure Factors
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The averaging time used to determine a CDI is used in all exposure algorithms and
depends on the type of toxic effect being assessed. For assessing carcinogenic
effects, CD Is are calculated by averaging the total cumulative dose over a lifetime. The
estimate of the average lifespan is assumed to be 70 years, based on U.S. EPA
(1991 a) guidance. More recent USEPA guidance recommends use of 75 years for the
average value for life expectancy (USEPA, 1997b). The 70 year value will be used,
however, since some of the cancer slope factors and unit risks are derived based on
a 70 year lifetime; the difference (error) be~een the two values is low; and for
consistency among risk assessments. For assessing noncancer effects, CDls are
calculated by averaging intakes only over the period of exposure. The distinction
between these two approaches is based on EPA's currently held opinion that the
toxicological mechanisms of action are different for carcinogenic and noncarcinogenic

processes.

The exposure point concentration, or the concentration term in the exposure equation,
is meant to reflect a representative concentration at the exposure point or points over
the exposure period (U.S. EPA 1989a). Consistent with EPA guidance, the exposure
point concentration for the RME exposure scenario, will be either the 95th percentile
upper confidence limit on the arithmetic mean concentration or the maximum detected
concentration (whichever is lower), while average concentrations will be used to
quantity the typical scenario. In accordance with RAGS guidance, non-detected values
of COCs which are being quantitatively evaluated will be set to one-half the sample-
specific quantitation limit for the purpose of establishing data distribution type (i.e.,
normal vs lognormal) and exposure point concentrations.

4.3.3.2 Exposure Frequency and Duration

Exposure frequency is an estimate of the number of times or days per year that an
exposure takes place. The specific exposure frequencies for each of the exposure
pathways are discussed with the specific pathways. Exposure duration is the number
of years that exposure may take place. In the absence of site-specific data, U.S. EPA
(1989a, 1991a) directs risk assessors to use the 95th percentile value as a reasonable
and conservative estimate of exposure duration. Typical default values for mean and
upper-bound exposure duration used in risk assessments are 9 years (50th percentile)
and 30 years (90th percentile), respectively (U.S. EPA 1989b, 1991a).

U.S. EPA risk assessment guidance (1989a, 1991a) defines exposure duration as a
reasonably conservative estimate of the time during which the receptor is potentially
exposed to a contaminant. In this risk assessment, the exposure duration of concern
is the length of time that a potential receptor resides near Onondaga Lake and engages
in recreational activities at the lake (i.e., fishing or otherwise visiting the lake and
tributaries). The USEPA default 95th percentile value of 30 years will be used for the
RME value, since there is insufficient site-specific data to support use of a site-specific
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value. For the average exposure duration, the EPA standard default value of 9 years
is proposed.

4.3.3.3 Fish Consumption

The total daily fish consumption rates used in the assessment for the lake are proposed
for use here, but are combined with a lower fractional intake to account for the amount
of time individuals might catch fish from the limited affected areas within the tributaries.
For the risk assessment for Onondaga Lake (Exponent 1998b, in prep.), NYSDEC
recommended a value of 25 g/day for the RME scenario based on the 95th percentile
recreational angler consumption (USEPA, 1997b); this value will also be used for
Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek, but with the lower fractional intake as discussed below.
The .typical. or central tendency consumption rate will be 6.6 g/day, based on the
average consumption of freshwater/estuarine fish for the general population (USEPA,
1997b). In addition, the possibility of subsistence fishing will be considered in the risk
assessment for Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek, as well as for the ongoing Onondaga
Lake HHRA.

A second major component of fish consumption rates is the fractional intake, or the per-
centage of consumption rate that may originate from the affected area. Studies of New
York anglers indicate that 63 percent of anglers fish in more than two locations and at
least 39 percent of anglers fish in three or more locations (Connelly et al. 1990, 1992;
Connelly 1995, pers. comm.). In addition, fractional intakes of 10 percent and
25 percent were used in a recent risk assessment conducted on the Buffalo River (U.S.
EPA 1993). In consideration of these data, the risk assessment for Onondaga Lake
used a fractional intake of 0.30 for the typical scenario. This fractional intake is based
on the Connelly (1995, pers. comm.) data that indicated that at least 39 percent of the
anglers in the New York survey fished in at least three water bodies. A RME fractional
intake value of 1 was selected as a conservative assumption for the Lake, reflecting the
possibility that some Syracuse residents may consume sport-caught fishes only from
Onondaga Lake. The Connelly et al. (1990, 1992) data showed that about 30 percent
of New York anglers responded that they fish in only one location.

Consumption of fish from Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek would be substantially
lower than those from Onondaga Lake because the streams are much smaller than
Onondaga Lake, support less fish, and are less accessible than the lake. For these
reasons, in this risk assessment, fish consumption rates used in the Onondaga Lake
risk assessment will be used but will be combined with lower fractional intake estimates.
Specifically, for the typical scenario, a fractional intake of 0.1 is proposed. For the RME
scenario, a fractional intake of 0.3 is proposed. A summary of the exposure
assumptions for fish consumption for both the typical and RME scenarios is provided
in Table 4-6.
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4.3.3.4 Incidental Ingestion of Surface Sediment

The most likely receptor populations for the tributaries are aduhs and older children
(>6 years). Only older children or aduhs are likely to frequent the tributaries for walking
along the banks, wading, and fishing. Young children are not expected to visit the tribu-
taries because of limited access in these areas. There are no public beaches along the
tributaries, and access is restricted in the various tributaries by freeways, industrial
sites, and heavy undergrowth. People visiting the tributaries may ingest surface
sediment as a resuh of direct contact with sediment on the hands, followed by hand-to-
mouth activity (either inadvertent or associated with eating or smoking).

Incidential soil ingestion is more appropriately viewed by event rather than on a daily
basis. Therefore, a fractional intake estimate of 1.0 should be used. This fractional
intake rate would then be applied to soil ingestion rates identified by EPA. Consistent
with EPA guidance, the mean value for adults, of 50 mg/day, is proposed for use in the
typical scenario (U.S. EPA 1997b). U.S. EPA (1997b) does_not provide an upper-
bound value for adults. However, U.S. EPA (1991a) has identified 100 mg/day as an
upper-bound intake rate. Therefore this value was used as the intake rate for older
children and adults for the typical and RME scenarios.

The human health risk assessment assumes that contact with surface sediments can
occur year-round, although cold weather will likely limit visits to the area to the months
of May through September. Older children are assumed to consume as much
sediment as adults, yet have a shorter exposure duration (i.e., 15 years from the ages
of 6-21 in comparison with the assumption that adults might visit the area over 3D-year
period of living nearby). Thus, exposure estimates for the tributaries for the RME
scenario are calculated for adults only. The typical exposure scenario is evaluated
based on an older child with a body weight of 49 kg who might visit the lower tributaries
for a period of 9 years. Use of these exposure assumptions would provide maximum
exposure estimates for adults and children. Table 4-7 presents the exposure algorithm
for ingestion of nearshore and tributary surface sediments.

Visits to the tributaries are expected to be infrequent because of limited access (e.g.,
due to phragmites vegetation), heavy industrial and commercial development, and cold
weather. The proposed exposure frequency is for the typical scenario is one visit per
month for the months of May through September, or a total of five visits per year. For
an upper-bound value, the proposed frequency is 1 visit per week for the three summer
months and 1 visit per month for 2 additional months in spring and fall, for a total of
about 14 visits per year.

4.3.3.5 Dermal Contact with Surface Sediment

Dermal exposure is expressed as an absorbed dose by incorporating a chemical-
specific absorption factor into the exposure equation. Absorption factors reflect the
desorption of the chemical from soil and the absorption of the chemical across the skin
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Arsenic - 3%
Cadmium - 0.1%
Generic default for other inorganics - 1 %
VOCs - no recommended factors; address qualitatively only.

PAHs (benzo(a)pyrene) - 13%
Pentachlorophenol - 25%
Generic default for other SVOCs - 10%
Chlordane - 4%
DDT-3%
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and reed gatherers. When multiple values were reported for the same activity (i.e.,
three values were provided for soccer players and five for groundskeepers), the values
for each activity were averaged first before being averaged across activities. The adult
RME adherence factor is based on a 50th percentile for reed gatherers. The children
typical and RME adherence factors reflect children playing in wet soil, which is relevant
for children for this study (younger than 18 years). Dermal adherence factors used in
the quantitative risk assessment will be modified as necessary to reflect documentable
USEPA policy at the time the HHRA is performed. The receptors, exposure duration,
and frequency are the same as stated for the sediment ingestion scenario. Table 4-8
presents the exposure algorithm for dermal contact with surface sediment.

TOXICITY ASSESSMENT4.4

The purpose of a toxicity assessment is to evaluate the potential for GOGs to cause
adverse health effects in exposed persons and to define, as thoroughly as possible, the
relationship between the extent of exposure to a hazardous substance and the
likelihood and severity of any adverse health effects. The standard procedure for a
toxicity assessment is to identify toxicity values for carcinogenic and noncarcinogenic
effects and to summarize other relevant toxicity information.

EPA-derived toxicity values used in risk assessments are termed CSFs and RfDs.
CSFs are used to estimate the incremental lifetime risk of developing cancer
corresponding to CDls calculated in the exposure assessment. The potential for
noncarcinogenic health effects is typically evaluated by comparing estimated daily
intakes with RfDs, which represent daily intakes at which no adverse effects are
expected to occur over a lifetime of exposure. Both CSFs and RfDs are specific to the
route of exposure (e.g., ingestion [oral] exposure). Currently, there are no CSFs or
RfDs for dermal exposure; therefore, oral absorption factors were used to adjust CSFs
and RfDs to assess dermal exposure.

As indicated in Risk Assessment Guidance for Superfund (U.S. EPA 1989a), the
primary source for EPA-derived toxicity values is EPA's Integrated Risk Information
System (IRIS) (U.S. EPA 1998). This computerized database contains verified toxicity
values in addition to up-to-date health risk and EPA regulatory information for many
substances commonly detected at hazardous waste sites. EPA's heahh effects
assessment summary tables (HEAST) (U.S. EPA 1997c), which are updated quarterly,
also provide EPA-derived toxicity values that mayor may not be verified at the time of
publication. The most current sources of toxicity information including IRIS, HEAST
and the National Center for Environmental Assessment (NCEA) will be used when the
HHRA is performed.

Substances identified as COCs to date, based on data collected prior to 1998 (see
Tables 4-1 through 4-5), include arsenic and manganese (Geddes Brook and Ninemile
Creek sediment); mercury (including methylmercury) (fish tissue; and sediment and
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surface water in Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek); aluminum and benzo(a)pyrene
(Ninemile Creek sediment); PCBs (fish tissue); chloroform, cadmium and chromium
(surface water in Ninemile Creek); bromo-dichloro-methane, a-chlordane, chloroform
and trichloroethene (surface water in Geddes Brook); and lead and manganese
(Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek surface water). Toxicity values for all COCs
identified in the review of data will be provided in tables. Toxicity profiles, which
summarize toxicity information and EPA's derivation of oral toxicity values for the
COGs, will be prepared for COCs contributing substantially to risk estimates. The
human health screening and associated list of COCs will be updated using data
collected during this Remedial Investigation (1998).

Risk estimates for methylmercury will be based on EPA's RfD of 0.0001 mg/kg-day,
which was derived based on data from a Iraqi population consuming mercury treated
grain.

EPA has not developed any toxicity values for dermal exposure. EPA suggests,
however, that dermal toxicity values may be derived from oral toxicity values for
substances with systemic effects that are not dependent on route of administration
(U.S. EPA 1989a). In deriving such values, consistency is required between the type
of dose that forms the basis of the oral toxicity value and the type of dose that will be
calculated by the dermal exposure models. Specifically, a distinction must be made
between an administered dose or intake (i.e., the amount of chemical taken into the
body) and the absorbed dose (i.e., the amount of chemical that crosses body
membranes and enters the blood stream).

Typically, oral toxicity values and CDls for oral exposure are based on administered
doses (or intakes); therefore, usually no adjustments are necessary to calculate risk
estimates for oral exposures. However, because dermal exposures are usually
expressed in terms of absorbed doses, dermal toxicity values must also be based on
absorbed. rather than administered, doses (U.S. EPA 1989a). To derive a dermal
toxicity value for absorbed dose from an oral toxicity value based on administered dose,
the oral toxicity value is adjusted by an estimate of the fractional oral absorption (i.e.,
the CSF is divided by the oral absorption factor or the RfD is multiplied by the oral
absorption factor). The oral absorption values assumed in the human health risk
assessment will be described for any COGs that may be dermally absorbed.

As per the recommendation of USEPA Region II, benzo(a)pyrene will be included in the
quantitative assessment for dermal absorption.

4.5 HUMAN HEALTH RISK CHARACTERIZATION

The objective of risk characterization is to calculate numerical expressions of risk and
to present explanatory text that interprets and qualifies risk estimates. Risk
characterization methods provided by U.S. EPA (1989a) will be used to derive risk
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estimates. For carcinogenic health effects, estimated risks are expressed as the
additional (incremental) chance of developing cancer following a lifetime of exposure
to the GOGs at the levels assumed in the risk calculations (e.g., an example of a
carcinogenic risk estimate might be a one-in-one-million chance of developing cancer).
For noncarcinogenic health effects and ecological effects, risk estimates are expressed
as the ratio between the estimated average daily exposure level and the reference
toxicity value, which has been set to reflect a safe intake rate with a margin of
protection. Where this ratio (also known as the hazard quotient) is less than 1, the
estimated exposure is less than the toxicity value.

Risk estimates will be presented in tables and in text and will be compared with
acceptable risk levels identified in the National Contingency Plan (i.e., a risk range from
1x10-6 to 1x10-4 for carcinogens and a hazard index of below 1 for noncarcinogenic

effects).

4.5. 1 Uncertainty Assessment

Because risk characterization serves as a bridge between risk assessment and risk
management, it is important that major assumptions, scientific judgments, and
estimates of uncertainties be described in the assessment. The baseline risk
assessment will, given knowledge of the models used, qualitatively evaluate the
potential influence of uncertainties on the final risk estimates. These evaluations will
be presented in tables and, where applicable, in graphs. In this review, the magnitude
of the uncertainty associated with assumptions used in the exposure assessment will
be evaluated and a determination will be made as to whether uncertainties are likely
to overestimate or underestimate risks predicted by the baseline risk assessment. The
risk assessment will provide a complete discussion of uncertainties related to risk
assessment methods required by EPA as well as site-specific uncertainties.
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PREPARATION OF REMEDIAL INVESTIGATION, HUMAN
HEALTH RISK ASSESSEMENT AND ECOLOGICAL RISK
ASSESSMENT REPORTS

7.

As part of the remedial investigation portion of the remedial program for this site, three
separate reports will be prepared. The three reports will consist of a remedial
investigation report, human health risk assessment report and ecological risk
assessment report. The analytical data for water, sediment, floodplain soil, and fish
samples will be included in the Remedial Investigation Report. Results of the sediment
toxicity tests, benthic macroinvertebrate survey, and fish assemblage determination will
be included in the Ecological Risk Assessment Report.

In addition, Honeywell will generate, in consuhation with the NYSDEC, a document
which details the completion of FWIA Step 1 and Steps 1 through 4 of ERAGS. The
FWIA/ERAGS document will include information contained in-this Work Plan, as well
as additional information as necessary, and will be submitted to the NYSDEC prior to
the submission of the draft Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek Remedial Investigation or
Ecological Risk Assessment Reports. After receipt and review of the interim
FWIA/ERAGS report, which will include an update of the screening using the 1998
data, among other items required in ERAGS Steps 1 through 4 and FWIA Step 1,
NYSDEC will meet with Honeywell to discuss any comments that the NYSDEC may
have. The meeting will represent a scientific management decision point (SMDP) in the
Ecological Risk Assessment process.
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FEASIBiliTY STUDY8.

REMEDIAL ALTERNATIVES DEVELOPMENT AND SCREENING8.1

The primary objective of this phase of the feasibility study is to develop a range of
remedial action alternatives that will be analyzed more fully in the detailed analysis
phase of the feasibility study. The development and preliminary screening of remedial
action alternatives in Task 1 will be followed, if appropriate, by treatability studies in
Task 2 and detailed analysis of alternatives in Task 3. The specific scope of the
analyses in Tasks 2 and 3 will be determined after the site characterization and human
health and ecological baseline risk assessments are completed.

The development and screening of remedial alternatives will include the following tasks:

Develop remedial action objectives (RAOs).
Develop general response actions.
Determine areas and volumes subject to remediation.
Identify and screen remedial technologies and process options.
Assemble and screen alternatives..

These tasks are described in the following sections

8.1.1 Development of Remedial Action Objectives

According to U.S. EPA (1988b), RAOs "consist of medium-specific or operable unit-
specific goals for protecting human health and the environment." Often, the discussion
of goals, objectives, and cleanup levels is confused by a lack of clear definition of
terms. The following terms have been found useful in other studies of contaminated
aquatic sediments (e.g., Tetra Tech 1988) and are therefore defined for this feasibility

study:

Study Goal - A goal is a conceptual target condition. The primary goal of the
Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek RVFS is to develop a remedy that is protective
of human health and the environment (e.g., absence of significant health risk
and adverse effects on biological resources).

.

Remedial Action Objective - An RAO is a discrete and measurable target
condition for the project, measurable in terms of a specific human health risk

.
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and/or environmental effects level (e.g., mercury concentrations in fish < 1
mg/kg or absence of sediment toxicity to benthic macroinvertebrates).

Cleanup Level - A cleanup level is a negotiated or estimated trigger level for
active cleanup. Cleanup levels are designed to meet RAOs in a reasonable time
frame and are based primarily on an assessment of net environmental benefits.

.

RAOs will be developed for all media of primary interest (i.e., water, sediments, and
biota). Where appropriate, media may be divided into subunits. Media subunits may be
defined by physical, chemical, or resource-related differences, or by their function as
sources or receptors. lake and tributary sediments are of central interest because
these sediments can be an important source of substances to the water column and

biota.

To develop RAOs for a site, EPA requires that the following factors be considered for
each medium (U.S. EPA 1988b): -

Exposure analyses conducted in the baseline human health risk assessment
should address all possible routes of exposure.

.

Human health and environmental effects should be considered..
Any identified carcinogenic compound and their sum should not exceed a
human health risk of 10-4 to 10-6.

.

All identified noncarcinogenic compounds and their sum should not exceed a
hazard index of 1 or a compound-specific ARAR action level.

.

The development of RAOs for media of primary concern will be based on available
ARARs. The RAOs may be modified using the results of the human health and
ecological risk assessments.

Source control, natural recovery, and sensitive resources will be considered in the
development of appropriate cleanup levels.

8.1.2 Development of General Response Actions

General response actions describe those actions that will satisfy the RAGs. Response
actions, technologies, and remedial alternatives will be developed for media of concern
(i.e., tributary water, sediments, floodplain soils and biota).
General response actions may include some combination of treatment, containment,
excavation, extraction, disposal, and institutional actions. For all media, any removal
technology will be accompanied by a subsequent containment, treatment, and/or
disposal technology for the removed material. In addition, the no-action alternative will
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be retained for all media under evaluation. Some general response actions for media
of primary interest include the following:

Tributary Sedlments/Floodplain Soils - For this medium, possible
technologies include complete or partial containment, in situ treatment, and
removal. There are several secondary technologies for the remediation of the
removed sediments/soils. These technologies include containment, treatment,
and/or disposal. Thus, the preliminary screening of remedial alternatives will be
critical in reducing the number of technologies to be retained for further
evaluation. For example, if a sediment removal technology is retained as a
possible alternative, treatability studies may be required to evaluate treatment
technologies for the removed material. However, if the sediment removal
alternative is .screened out,. treatability studies may not be required.

.

Tributary Water - Water contamination is likely due primarily to continuing
substance loadings from tributaries and sources, grouadwater infiltration, and
sediments. However, it is unlikely that there will be an extensive development
of remedial alternatives for remediation of water. The remediation of water would
be accomplished indirectly through remediation of the sediments, if appropriate,
and through the satisfactory reduction or elimination of continuing sources of
substances. If necessary, appropriate technologies for the direct remediation of
the water column will be evaluated.

.

8.1.3 Determination of Areas or Volumes Subject to Remediation

The area or volume of material that could be subjected to remediation will be
determined for each medium of interest and will be based on RAOs. This determination
will be performed relatively early in the development of alternatives because, for many
technology types and process options, the feasibility of implementing these options
(termed "implementability") is highly dependent on the volume of material to which they
are applied. The concentrations of substances will be assessed concurrently because
they can also influence the assessment of implementability.

The determination of areas and volumes that could be subject to remediation will
include considering exposure concentrations, exposure routes, site conditions (e.g.,
physical constraints or obstacles and water depth), concentration gradients (e.g.,
presence of hot spots), and cross-media effects. Estimates of the areas or volumes
subject to remediation may be refined during the process of developing and evaluating
alternatives as new information becomes available. For example, to account for
interactions among media, response actions for areas or volumes are often refined
after sitewide alternatives have been assembled.

For areas containing a variety of different substances, the determination of areas and
volumes subject to remedial action may be developed from indicator chemicals only
after the State agrees that using indicator chemicals is appropriate. Indicator chemicals
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are defined as those chemicals that are present at concentrations that 1) pose the
greatest threat to human health and the environment, 2) are the most persistent, and
3) are uniquely associated with a source or source type. More than one indicator
chemical may be used to delineate cleanup volumes and areas.

8.1.4 Identification and Screening of Remedial Technologies and Process Options

In this step, the list of potentially applicable technology types and process options will
be reduced by evaluating the options with respect to technical implementability.

.Technology types. refer to general categories of technologies such as chemical
treatment and thermal destruction. "Process options. refer to specific processes within
each technology type. For example, a chemical treatment technology type would
include such process options as precipitation and ion exchange. This procedure is
designed to be as comprehensive as practicable to ensure that every available
potentially applicable treatment technology and process option is identified for
evaluation in the feasibility study.

The identification of applicable remedial technologies and process options will consist
of a broad evaluation of the applicable remedial technologies that are available.

Process options and entire technology types will be eliminated from further
consideration on the basis of technical implementability. This screening step will rely
on information obtained during site characterization and will consider the following
information:

Substance types-the co-occurrence of inorganic and organic substances may
limit applicable technologies

.

. Substance concentrations-large volumes of low-level contamination are not
amenable to treatment

Sediment characteristics-the characteristics of sediments may affect their ability
to be dredged or capped.

.

Subsequent to this initial screening, process options will be evaluated on the basis of
the following criteria:

. Effectiveness-in terms of 1) handling estimated volumes and meeting remedial
goals, 2) reducing potential human health and environmental impacts, and 3)
reliability

I mplementability-in terms of technical and administrative feasibility, which at this
stage is primarily institutional (i.e., ability to obtain permits for offsite actions and
availability of treatment, storage, and disposal facilities)

.
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. Cost-differences among process options within particular technology types will
be evaluated.

This screening step is intended to reduce the number of process options to be used
with each remedial technology. Ideally, a single representative process, or combination
of processes, will accompany each remedial technology to provide a basis with which
to develop performance specifications for each remedial alternative. These criteria will
also be used in the preliminary screening of alternatives (Section 8.1.5).

8.1.5 Assembly and Screening of Alternatives

In assembling alternatives, general response actions and the process options chosen
to represent various technology types for each medium (or. operable unit) will be
combined to form alternatives for the site as a whole. Each remedial alternative will
include compatible remedial technologies that will be evaluated as a "system It to ensure

that the overall response is protective of human health and the environment and that
the technologies, are complementary when implemented in combination.

As part of the development of remedial alternatives, media and process options will be
defined in greater detail. The following information will be developed for the various
process options used in an alternative:

. Size and configuration of onsite extraction and treatment systems or
containment structures

. Time frame in which treatment, containment, or removal goals can be achieved

. Rates of flow or treatment

. Spatial requirements for constructing treatment or containment technologies, or
for staging construction material or excavated sediments

Materials transportation distances.
. Required permits for offsite actions and imposed limitations.

The preliminary screening of remedial alternatives will be based on the long- and short
term aspects of three criteria: effectiveness, implementability, and cost. A detailed
description of the evaluation process is described in U. S. EPA (1989c). Only those
alternatives judged to be the most appropriate will be retained for further consideration
and detailed analysis. The alternatives that are screened out will receive no further
consideration unless additional information is obtained that warrants such action.
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The no-action alternative will be retained throughout the feasibility study for all media
under evaluation.

8.2

Treatability studies, when needed, are conducted primarily to achieve the following

objectives:

Provide sufficient data to 1) allow remedial alternatives to be fully developed and
evaluated prior to performing Task 3 and 2) support the selection of a final
remedial alternative

.

Eliminate cost and performance uncertainties prior to performing thecomparative analysis of remedial alternatives. -.

Treatability studies to collect data on treatment technologies identified during the
alternative development process will be conducted, as appropriate, to provide additional
information for evaluating technologies.

Determination of the Need for Treatability Studies8.2. 1

This task may not be performed if the initial evaluation and screening of treatment
technologies indicate that treatment is not a viable process option, or if sufficient
information about the proposed treatment technologies is available. The decision to
conduct treatability studies will also be based on the need for data to assess the
feasibility of technologies still under consideration. For example, if sediment removal
or in situ treatment were deleted during preliminary alternatives screening, then further
consideration of sediment treatment would not be necessary. To the extent possible,
data required to assess the feasibility of technologies will be gathered during site
characterization. The decision to conduct treatability studies will also weigh the time
and cost to perform the investigation against the potential value of the information in
resolving uncertainties associated with selection of remedial action. If appropriate,
treatability studies for the Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek feasibility study will focus on
areas where substances are highly concentrated.

8.2.2 Performance of Treatability Studies

The implementation of any treatability studies will follow the general guidelines set forth
by USEPA Guidance (U.S. EPA 1988b). The studies will consist of the following steps:
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Identification of DOCs for the treatability studies.
. Design of treatability tests and determination of data requirements

. Review of existing technical process data for potentially applicable technologies

. Collection of representative samples for each treatability test

. Performance of treatability tests to determine appropriate parameters, sizing,
and cost

. Evaluation of treatability test results to ensure that the previously identified
DOOs were achieved.

8.2.2. 1 Treatability Study Work Plan

Prior t01he implementation of any treatability study tests, a treatability study work plan
will be prepared. This work plan will outline the treatability testing planned for each
medium and will describe the type of testing to be performed (i.e., laboratory,
benchscale, and/or pilot-scale). This will enable each treatability test to be conducted
in a complete, well-organized, timely, and cost-effective manner.

8.2.2.2 Laboratory Screening

Any laboratory screening will consist of simple laboratory experiments, such as batch
reactions, compatibility analyses, and catalyst enhancements.

8.2.2.3 Bench-Scale Testing

Any bench-scale testing will either be performed in a laboratory or onsite to collect
performance data for the treatment technologies under evaluation. These tests will
mainly consist of batch processes for which the treatment parameters are varied
sequentially to evaluate a range of treatment scenarios. In accordance with the USEPA
Guidance (U.S. EPA 1988b), any bench-scale testing will consist of an analysis of the

following:

. Effectiveness of the treatment technology on the particular medium under
evaluation
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OVERVIEW OF ApPROACH1.1

The Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek Work Plan responds to the need for: 1) data on the
concentration and distribution of contaminants as defined by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency's (E P A's) Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation
and Liability Act of 1980 guidance (U.S. EPA 1988b), 2) an ecological risk assessment
that reflects both the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation's
(NYSDEC's) guidelines for conducting fish and wildlife impact analyses (FWIAs) for
inactive hazardous waste sites (NYSDEC 1994a) and EPA's guidelines for conducting
ecological risk assessments at Superfund sites (U.S. EPA 1997a), and 3) a human
health risk assessment. The risk assessments performed for the Geddes
Brook/Ninemile Creek system will be consistent with those being performed for the
Onondaga Lake Remedial Investigation.

This Work Plan addresses scoping of the remedial investigation (i.e., collection and
analysis of data collected prior to 1998 and identification of data needs) (U.S. EPA
1988b), Step 1 (partially) of a FWIA (NYSDEC 1994a), and Steps 1 through 4 (partially)
of a Superfund ecological risk assessment (U.S. EPA 1997a, ERAGS). In an effort to
expedite the Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek RIfFS process, and since the sampling
program discussed in the 1st determination has been completed, this Work Plan does
not provide an exhaustive discussion relating to the completion of FWIA Step 1 and
Steps 1 through 4 of ERAGS. Honeywell will generate, in consultation with the
NYSDEC, a document which details the completion of FWIA Step 1 and Steps 1
through 4 of ERAGS. The FWIA/ERAGS document will include information contained
in this Work Plan, as well as additional information as necessary, and will be submitted
to the NYSDEC prior to the submission of the draft Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek
Remedial Investigation or Ecological Risk Assessment Reports. After receipt and
review of the interim FWIA/ERAGS report, which will include an update of the screening
using the 1998 data, among other items required in ERAGS Steps 1 through 4 and
FWIA Step 1, NYSDEC will meet with Honeywell as proposed in its letter to NYSDEC
dated February 10, 2000. The meeting will represent a scientific management decision
point (SMDP) in the Ecological Risk Assessment process. Data acquired through the
field investigation conducted as part of the site characterization effort may be used to
refine various aspects of the ecological risk assessment problem formulation process
(U.S. EPA 1997a).

Should Honeywell want to develop sediment quality values (SaVs) for the Geddes
Brook/Ninemile Creek site for use in the RifFS process, a separate interim report on
this subject should be submitted for review and discussion prior to submittal of the draft
RI and ERA reports.
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1.2 WORK PLAN OVERVIEW

The remainder of this work plan consists of five sections:

. Site Characterization (Section 2) discusses the environmental
setting of the site, including history and physical characteristics. The
description of site background and setting is suggested for a
remedial investigation and feasibility study (RifFS) work plan (U.S.
EPA 1988b).

Ecological Risk Assessment (Section 3) discusses screening-level
problem formulation and ecological effects evaluation, screening-
level exposure estimate and risk calculation, baseline risk
assessment problem formulation, methodology for ecological risk
characterization and Step 1 of FWIA. The section on risk
characterization describes how the results of the-field investigation
and review of data collected prior to 1998 (i.e., measures of effects
and measures of exposures) will be integrated to determine whether
the potential for a significant risk is present for each assessment

endpoint.

.

.

.

.

Human Health Risk Assessment (Section 4) addresses the
approach to be used in the baseline human health risk assessment.
The section discusses identification of contaminants of concern
(COCs), exposure assessment, toxicity assessment, and
methodology for human health risk characterization.

Work Plan Rational and Sampling and Analysis Plan (Sections 5 &
6) was finalized and is contained in the 151 Determination.

Remedial Investigation Reporl Preparation (Section 7) describes
the report that will be prepared to present the results of the field
investigation and risk assessments.

Feasibility Study (Section 8) describes the process by which
remedial alternatives will be identified and evaluated.

.

. References (Section 9) provides a list of all references cited in this
Work Plan.

Appendix A contains the results of an initial site assessment conducted during develop-
ment of this work plan. Appendix B contains a checklist for ecological assessment of
the site.
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2. SITE CHARACTERIZATION

This section describes the history of the Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek system,
including observations from an initial site assessment conducted on December 15-16,
1997.

2.1 SITE IDENTIFICATION AND HISTORY

Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek are located in Onondaga County, New York, on the
southern end of Onondaga Lake (Figure 2-1). Geddes Brook originates in the town of
Camillus and flows approximately 5 km to its confluence with the West Flume and an
additional 0.5 km to Ninemile Creek on the perimeter of the New York State
Fairgrounds in Solvay, New York. Geddes Brook receives surface inflow from the West
Flume and from an unnamed creek that carries surface flow from the vicinity of the
Onondaga County holding ponds. The West Flume flows through the former Bridge
Street facility before joining Geddes Brook. The West Flume, down to Geddes Brook,
is part of the Bridge Street Site. The Bridge Street facility produced chlor-alkali prod-
ucts and is the subject of a separate RifFS. Geddes Brook also receives surface
discharge from many areas, including residential areas and road runoff. Numerous
municipal and industrial/construction and debris landfills are located east of Geddes
Brook between Milton Avenue and Gerelock Road. One of these landfills (Mathews
Avenue) was operated by Honeywell.

Ninemile Creek originates at Otisco lake and flows approximately 26 km to Onondaga
lake. Ninemile Creek receives surface inflow from Beaver Meadow Brook and Geddes
Brook at approximately 4.5 km and 2.1 km, respectively, upstream from Onondaga
lake. Ninemile Creek currently flows past Honeywell Waste Beds 1-8, 9-10, 11, and
12-15 (Figure 2-2). Ninemile Creek was rerouted in 1944 to facilitate construction of
Waste Beds 9-10 and 11. The creek receives groundwater discharge from Waste
Beds 1-8,9-10, 11, and 12-15.

The history of Honeywell operations and the waste beds is discussed in the Onondaga
Lake RifFS Work Plan (PTI1991), the Onondaga Lake RifFS Site History Report (PTI
1992), and by Blasland & Bouck (1989). In brief, Waste Beds 1-6 and 7-8 were used
to dispose of wastes from the manufacture of soda ash via the Solvay process from the
1920s to 1944. These waste beds were subsequently sold to New York State. Other
uses were as a landfill for slag and wastewater treatment sludges from Crucible Steel
and for Onondaga County Metropolitan Sewage Treatment Plant sewage sludge
disposal (Waste Beds Band 5), sites for construction of parking lots for the state fair
(Waste Beds 5 and 7-8), and construction of Interstate 690 (Waste Bed 7-8). From
1944 to 1986, wastes from the soda ash and related operations were disposed in
Waste Beds 9-10 and 11 through 15 as described by Blasland & Bouck (1989) and
BB&L (1997).
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This Work Plan references the results of an initial site assessment (included as
Appendix A) conducted by Exponent scientists in December 1997.

Information on land use, demographics, climate, geology, and hydrology in the Geddes
Brook/Ninemile Creek area has been summarized in the Onondaga Lake RIfFS Work
Plan (PTI 1991) and will be summarized in the Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek RI

Report.

Work items associated with FWIA Step 1, including, but not limited to, tabulation and
discussion of Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements (ARARs) and to
be considered (advisories, criteria or guidance)(TBCs) , preparation of wetland and
drainage maps, will be submitted as part of interim FWIA/ERAGS report.

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SITE2.2

Geddes Brook2.2.1

Geddes Brook originates in the town of Camillus and flows north to Ninemile Creek.
Downstream of West Genesee Street, Geddes Brook flows through residential areas,
passes through culverts under Route 695 and Horan Road, and flows through
residential and semi-rural areas, occasionally through culverts, before receiving
discharge from the West Flume (approximately 550 m upstream of the confluence with
Ninemile Creek). Downstream of the West Flume discharge (approximately 100 m),
Geddes Brook receives discharge from an unnamed creek, which flows by the area of
Waste Beds 12-15, flows through double culverts under a field adjacent to the New
York State Fairgrounds, and then surfaces to flow approximately 350 m to Ninemile

Creek.

The section of Geddes Brook downstream of West Genesee Street varies in width from
1 to 6 m and in depth from several centimeters in upstream reaches to almost 1 m near
the confluence with Ninemile Creek. The substrate of Geddes Brook upstream of
where the brook enters double culverts to flow under the field adjacent to the New York
State Fairgrounds is primarily cobble and sand on a hard-packed bed, with the
exception of occasional areas of sandy deposition. Just before flowing into the double
culvert, large rocks are present in the stream bed and water flow is rapid.
Approximately 50 m downstream of where the brook surfaces, sediment becomes fine-
grained and silty, with a 2-5 cm, light-colored crust (presumably calcite) at the surface.
In this downstream reach of Geddes Brook, sediment depth varies from 0.5 to 1.5 m
(see Appendix A for details of sediment probing conducted in December 1997).

The State of New York has designated the lower reach of Geddes Brook as Class C
water (best usage is fishing; water is suitable for fish survival and propagation) and the
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upper reach of Geddes Brook, above the abandoned Erie Canal (6 NYCRR Part 895),
as Class C(T) (best usage is fishing; water is suitable for cold water fish species
survival and propagation).

2.2.2 Ninemile Creek

Ninemile Creek flows from Otisco Lake north to Onondaga Lake. Between the Three
Aqueduct Park and the dam at Amboy (just upstream of Warners Road), Ninemile
Creek is approximately 6-8 m wide and flows through a rural area. The creek bed in
this section has areas of hard-packed cobble and areas of silty deposition (observed
on the left bank, facing downstream). A riffle area is present downstream of where the
Erie Canal crosses Ninemile Creek at Aqueduct Park. The dam at Amboy presents a
1-m barrier to fish migration upstream.

-
Ninemile Creek is joined by Beaver Meadow Brook approximately 1.7 km downstream
of the Amboy dam. A large island is located at the confluence. Sediment just
downstream of the confluence appeared fine-grained along the banks. Ninemile Creek
flows to the north of Waste Beds 12-15 and to the south of Waste Beds 9-10 and 11.
A narrow (3-6 m wide) floodplain exists on the northern bank of much of the section
adjacent to Waste Beds 9-10 and 11 and upstream of the Geddes Brook confluence.
At various points, the surface sediment along the northern bank consists of a calcite
crust covered with a thin layer of darker fine sediment.

Just downstream of the Geddes Brook confluence, water flow is rapid for a 50-m
stretch of riffles, with large rocks and branches impeding flow. The sediment bed is
mainly stone and cobbles with the exception of calcite shelves covered with greenish-
brown algae located along the northern bank. The main flow is to the north of a large
island and then south of two smaller islands. A riffle area exists between the two
islands. On the northern side of the second and third islands, small hummocks of dry
land (1 m or less in diameter) protrude out of the water to a height of about 0.5 m.
Along this northern bank, a small floodplain exists and then the bank is deeply cut (to
a depth of 1.5 m), presumably by the effects of high velocity storm flow.

Downstream of the islands, Ninemile Creek increases in width and decreases in
velocity. The creek passes under several highway and railroad overpasses, flows
alongside Waste Bed 1-6, and then discharges to Onondaga Lake. In this section,
water and sediment depth increase and channeling of flow occurs within the stream
bed. Near the mouth of Ninemile Creek, water depth exceeded 2.5 m and sediment
depth exceeded 1.5 m in December 1997. Appendix A presents additional details on
results of sediment probing in this section. The longitudinal profile of Ninemile Creek
downstream of the Amboy dam is shown in Figure 2-3.

Stream flow in lower Ninemile Creek (measured at the U.S. Geological Survey [USGS]
gauging station) averaged 9.32 m3/sec in 1990 (USGS 1991). The largest contributor
of flow to lower Ninemile Creek is upper Ninemile Creek, followed by Geddes Brook,
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Beaver Meadow Brook, and groundwater. Ninemile Creek is a "gaining stream"
downstream of Beaver Meadow Brook as a result of groundwater inflow in this region
(Blasland & Bouck 1989).

The State of New York has designated Beaver Meadow Brook and Ninemile Creek
from Otisco Lake to Onondaga Lake as Class C water (best usage is fishing; water is
suitable for fish survival and propagation). Ninemile Creek upstream of the former
AlliedSignal [now Honeywell] water intake location, 0.6 miles upstream of Airport Road
(6 NYCRR Part 895), is designated as class C(T) water (best usage is fishing; water is
suitable for cold water fish species survival and propagation).
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3. ECOLOGICAL RISK ASSESSMENT

SCREENING-LEVEL PROBLEM
EFFECTS EVALUATION

ECOLOGICALFORMULATION AND

This section provides, to the extent possible with data collected prior to 1998,
information required in Step 1 of a Superfund ecological risk assessment (U.S. EPA
1997a) and Step 1 of a FWIA (NYSDEC 1994a). These steps have been combined to
avoid redundancy in the document. The purpose of this section is to describe the
screening-level problem formulation and ecological effects evaluation based on
information gathered from previous investigations and on observations made during the
site visit in December 1997. -

The screening-level problem formulation is based on five components: 1) the environ-
mental"setting and contaminants of concern (COCs), 2) possible transport and fate
mechanisms of COCs, 3) potential receptors, 4) potential exposure routes and
receptors, and 5) identification of screening ecotoxicity values used for conservative
assessment of potential risk. In accordance with U.S. EPA (1997a), the screening-level
problem formulation is used to identify factors related to site releases that may need
to be evaluated in greater detail.

Environmental Setting and Preliminary Contaminants of Concern

Physical characteristics of the site were discussed in Section 2 of this work plan.
Additional information specific to ecological risk assessment (including site maps,
description of fish and wildlife resources, and description of fish and wildlife resource
value as required by Step 1 of a FWIA [NYSDEC 1994a]) is discussed in this section.
Data gaps are identified for areas where information is not currently available.
Appendix B contains a completed checklist for ecological assessment/sampling, as
required in Step 1 of a Superfund ecological risk assessment (U.S. EPA 1997a).

3. 1. 1. 1 Site Maps

Topographical, drainage, covertype, and wetlands maps are required for Step 1 of a
FWIA (NYSDEC 1994a). The topographical map for the site is shown in Figure 3-1.
The limits of the site will be shown on a topographic map in the Interim FWIA/ERAGS
submittal as well as in the draft BERA and will show that the site consists of the length
of Geddes Brook from approximately 2,500 feet south (upstream) of its intersection with
Gerelock Road down to Ninemile Creek, the length of Ninemile Creek from the Amboy
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Dam down to Onondaga Lake, state and federal wetlands and floodplains adjacent to
these creeks. As the data collected as part of the Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek
Remedial Investigation are evaluated, the bounds of the site may be redefined.
Drainage, covertype, and wetlands maps for the site are discussed in Section 6 of this
Work Plan. Maps will be prepared as required by FWIA/ERAGS guidance and will be
included in the interim FWIA/ERAGS report. A covertype map for adjacent and
overlapping areas is presented and discussed below.

3.1.1.2 Terrestrial Covertypes

Existing covertype for the Onondaga Lake area is presented in Figure 3-2. This map
was prepared for the draft Onondaga Lake RI/FS baseline ecological risk assessment
(Exponent 1998a). Areas of the site not covered by this map include Ninemile Creek
upstream of Waste Bed 11 and Geddes Brook upstream of the intersection with Horan
Road. Covertype determination for these areas and preparation of a covertype map
for the site is included in the work discussed in Section 6 of this Work Plan. A brief
description of covertype based on existing maps and the December 1997 site
assessment is presented below.

Vegetation around Geddes Brook between West Genesee Street and the confluence
with the West Flume primarily consists of small and large trees with some shrubby
undergrowth. Stands of Phragmites austra/is (common reed) are abundant just
upstream of the West Flume discharge where Geddes Brook widens and forms a pool.
Emergent aquatic vegetation occurs along the banks.in this area. From the confluence
of the West Flume to the mouth of Geddes Brook at Ninemile Creek, the banks of
Geddes Brook are overgrown with Phragmites.

From Three Aqueduct Park to the Amboy dam, vegetation near Ninemile Creek
consists of large trees and some open fields. Phragmites is the dominant facultative
wetland plant observed along most of the banks of Ninemile Creek downstream of the
Amboy dam and on the Ninemile Creek floodplains (Appendix A). On Waste Beds
9-10 and 11, which are adjacent to Ninemile Creek in this area, pioneer grasses have
become established. Cottonwood, aspen, birch, black alder, wild carrot, and
Phragmites are also found on the waste beds.

The covertype adjacent to Ninemile Creek downstream of Waste Beds 9 -10 and 11 is
palustrine with Phragmites along the banks. Downstream of where Interstate 690
bridges pass over the creek, the land use is undeveloped urban/industrial. Farther
downstream the creek borders Waste Beds 1-6, which are also known as Lakeview
Point. Lakeview Point mainly comprises calcareous waste derived from soda-ash
production, although several of the waste beds here were also used as landfills for steel
mill waste and sewage sludge disposal (PTI 1991). Some vegetation has colonized
these waste beds, despite the poor nutrient content of the calcareous substrate
(Richards 1982), forming openland communities in the early stages of succession (Van
Druff and Pike 1992).
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A large section of lakeview Point serves as a parking area for the state fairgrounds and
is typical of unmown roadside habitat. South of lakeview Point are the fairgrounds
themselves, surrounded by unmaintained lawn, pavement, mowed roadside, and urban
structures. Several successional old fields and a stand of successional northern
hardwoods lie beyond the railroad tracks south of the fairgrounds. East of this area,
the terrain is covered with a mixture of urban structures, urban vacant lots,
successional shrubland, and pavement.

The terminus of Ninemile Creek forms the northern edge of lakeview Point along the
shoreline of Onondaga lake. A reedgrass/purple loosestrife community is located in
this area. An inland salt marsh, considerably larger than those remaining on the east
side of Onondaga lake, lies just west of the north end of lakeview Point to the west
of Interstate 690 (Figure 3-2 Saline lacustrine/Peatland Systems). As discussed
below, this area is a NYS regulated wetland (SYW 10) and also a NYS "Natural Heritage
Sensitive Element."

3.1.1.3 Wetlands

Four state-regulated wetlands (SYW10, SYW14, SYW15, and SYW18) are located
adjacent to the lower reaches of Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek and additional
state-regulated wetlands (CAM-21, 24, 25, 26, 29, 32, and 33) are located along
Ninemile Creek. SYW10 is located on the western shore of Onondaga lake, with the
eastern portion of the wetland bordering Ninemile Creek (PTI 1991). The wetland
supports emergent aquatic vegetation and deciduous trees and shrubs, and habitat
diversity is moderately high (Rhodes and Alexander 1980). SYW18 lies on both sides
of Geddes Brook, extending approximately 500 m upstream and downstream of the
Geddes Brook confluence with Ninemile Creek. Narrow strips of floodplain were visible
along reaches of both Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek during the initial site
assessment (Appendix A). The wetland (a wide expanse of Phragmites) extends
southward, roughly covering the triangle formed by Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek.
SYW15 is located along Geddes Brook, parallel to Horan Road and SYW14, is located
near the West Flume. CAM-21 is located adjacent to Waste Beds 13 and 14 between
Van Buren Road (Rt. 106) and Warners Road (Rt. 63). Additional state wetlands are
located farther upstream along Ninemile Creek.

As shown on US Department of the Interior National Wetland Inventory (NWI) maps,
numerous federal-regulated wetlands are found near Geddes Brook, Ninemile Creek,
and the waste beds. A map will be prepared showing the location and extent of all
wetlands, including but not limited to, state and federal wetlands in the project areas.
A federal wetland delineation will be performed, in accordance with the US Army Corps
of Engineers 1987 manual for identification of wetlands, in wetland areas determined
to have been impacted by Honeywell's contamination as per CERCLA guidance

(USEPA, 1994).
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Fish and Wildlife Resources3.1.1.4

Fish and wildlife resources are summarized in this section based on information
compiled for the Bridge Street facility remedial investigation (Gradient and Parsons
1997), the draft Onondaga Lake RifFS baseline ecological risk assessment (Exponent
1998a), and the initial site assessment. Species identified at the Bridge Street facility
and in the vicinity of Onondaga Lake are not necessarily present in the Geddes
Brook/Ninemile Creek system and species that have not been identified at other sites
may be present at Geddes Brook an~ Ninemile Creek. A comprehensive habitat
evaluation (as required by Step 1 of a FWIA) is included in the work discussed in
Section 6 of this Work Plan.

Birds - A list of 66 bird species observed near Onondaga lake in the summer of
1993 is presented in Table 3-1. These species were documented by Tango (1993).
Some of the more common species include cormorants, herons, ducks, swallows, blue
jays, crows, robins, starlings, and sparrows. General information presented in OlEMC
(1976) indicates that the waste beds near the mouth of Ninemile Creek (Waste
Beds 1-6) provide nesting areas and foraging habitat for waterfowl, pheasants, owls,
and hawks.

A list of 13 species of waterfowl that overwintered near Onondaga Lake between 1990
and 1994 is presented in Table 3-2. The winter surveys are conducted annually in
Christmas counts (by county), and waterfowl surveys (by water body) are conducted
by the New York Audubon Society. These lists will be updated as part of the work
discussed in Section 6 of this Work Plan.

During the initial site assessment in December 1997. two great blue herons were
identified in Ninemile Creek upstream of the confluence with Geddes Brook and
another was seen at the mouth of Ninemile Creek near Onondaga Lake. Two pairs of
mallard ducks were observed in Ninemile Creek downstream of the confluence with
Geddes Brook.

Mammals - A list of 28 mammalian species observed near Onondaga Lake is
presented in Table 3-3. The list was developed from the results of systematic live-
trapping (Van Druff and Rowse 1986) and personal communications from NYSDEC
staff, private contractors, and Exponent staff. The more common species include
opossums, shrews, rabbits, chipmunks, woodchucks, squirrels, mice, rats, voles,
muskrats, raccoons, and skunks. OLEMC (1976) indicates that the waste beds near the
mouth of Ninemile Creek (Waste Bed 1-6) provide habitat for mice, moles, rabbits,
raccoons, muskrats, foxes, and deer.

Signs of mammals were observed during the initial site assessment in December 1997.
Numerous muskrat burrows were found in the lower reaches of Geddes Brook, and
animal tracks in the snow included those of deer, squirrels, and rabbits.

Benthic Macroinvertebrates - In July of 1990, benthic macroinvertebrate
communities were sampled at 24 stations in Ninemile Creek, Geddes Brook, and
Beaver Meadow Brook (COR 1991). The stations were located in Ninemile Creek (both
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upstream and downstream of the confluence with Geddes Brook) and in Geddes Brook
(both upstream and downstream of the West Flume discharge). Soft-substrate
macroinvertebrates were sampled at 9 stations using a Ponar grab sampler and
included midges, amphipods, and non-tubificid and tubificid oligochaete worms.

Hard-substrate macroinvertebrates were sampled at 15 stations using a Surber sampler
and included midges, amphipods, caddisflies, mayflies, and non-tubificid oligochaete
worms. Nocturnally drifting invertebrates were sampled in September of 1990; midges,
amphipods, caddisflies, mayflies, and non-tubificid oligochaete worms were observed.
Complete taxonomic species lists are contained in the appendices of COR (1991). A
summary of these data, if used to supplement the 1998 data, will be included in the
draft BERA.

Fishes - The fish assemblages in Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek have been

evaluated in two historical studies. In 1973, Finger (1982) collected fishes by
electroshocking at a 100-m stretch of Ninemile Creek located 9 km downstream from
the outlet of Otisco Lake, well upstream from potential influences of the Honeywell
facilities. In 1990, COR (1991), collected fishes by electrostlocking and seining at
multiple sites in upstream and downstream reaches of Geddes Brook and Ninemile
Creek. Table 3-4 lists the fish species identified in Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek
during these studies.

Finger (1982) collected 16 fish species from the single site evaluated in Ninemile
Creek. The five most abundant species (in descending order) were longnose dace,
creek chub, white sucker, blacknose dace, and tessellated darter. Fish species
characteristic of pool, riffle, and transition habitats were identified.

Twenty-six fish species were collected by COR (1991). The increased spatial coverage
and fishing effort used by COR (1991) was probably partly responsible for the increased
number of species collected in 1990, relative to the number collected in 1973. The five
most abundant species collected by COR (1991) (in descending order of abundance)
were alewife, tessellated darter, white sucker, pumpkinseed, and bluegill. Only two of
the species (central stoneroller and emerald shiner) collected by Finger (1982) were not
collected by COR (1991). Both of these species were rare in 1973. By contrast,
12 species (alewife, gizzard shad, northern pike, spotfin shiner, fathead minnow, golden
redhorse, brown bullhead, banded killifish, brook stickleback, white perch, bluegill, and
logperch) were collected by COR (1991) but not by Finger (1982).

Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species - New York State listed rare,
threatened, and endangered species identified in the Onondaga Lake baseline
ecological risk assessment (Exponent 1998a), may be pertinent to the Geddes
Brook/Ninemile Creek area. No federally listed species were identified in the area.
Among the birds observed at Onondaga Lake, the common tern (Sterna hirundo) and
the osprey (Pandion haliaetus) are NYS threatened species (i.e., any native species
likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future in New York
State), and the common loon (Gavia immer) is a NYS species of special concern (i.e.,
any native species for which a welfare concern or risk of endangerment has been
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documented in New York State) according to Environmental Conservation Law of New
York, Section 11-0535 and 6 NYCRR Part 182.

The one State-listed rare plant species found in the Geddes Brook/Ninemile Creek area
is Hart's-tongue fern (Asplenium scolopendrium var americanum). Hart's tongue fem
has a rank of 52, which means typically there are 6 to 20 occurrences within New York
making it very vulnerable within the State (NYSDEC 1992a). Hart's-tongue fem occurs
southwest of Lakeview Point.

An ecologist will consult the New York Natural Heritage Program and US Fish and
Wildlife Service as discussed in Section 6 of this Work Plan to determine the current
status and distribution of rare, threatened, or endangered species or significant habitats
within 3.23 km (2 miles) of the site.

Fish and Wildlife Resource Values3. 1. 1.5

The value of habitat to fish and wildlife and the value of fish and wildlife resources to
humans in lower Geddes Brook and lower Ninemile Creek were discussed in the
Bridge Street facility remedial investigation report. In summary, Geddes Brook and
Ninemile Creek are suitable habitats for both warmwater and coldwater fishes. The
terrestrial portion of the site is capable of supporting various species of wildlife and is
close to habitat of similar value. Confirmation of habitat value to fish and wildlife is
included in work discussed in Section 6 of this Work Plan. The current and/or potential
value of these streams as spawning areas for the forage base in Onondaga Lake will
be evaluated as part of the ecological risk assessment.

The fish resources of Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek can potentially support a
small sport fishery. Other recreational uses of the site (e.g., hiking and wildlife
observation) are limited to areas that are accessible. The reach of Geddes Brook that
parallels Horan Road is fairly undeveloped and is somewhat accessible by roads.
Farther upstream, Geddes Brook runs through a residentiaVcommercial area and is
unlikely to be considered as a recreational area. The terminus of Ninemile Creek at
Onondaga Lake is a possible area for viewing wildlife but access is limited by dense
vegetation. Confirmation of fish and wildlife resource value to humans is included in
the work discussed in Section 6 of this Work Plan.

3.1.1.6 Preliminary Contaminants of Concern

The preliminary COCs for Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek were taken from the
ecological risk assessment for the Bridge Street facility (NY State Revision 1998. based
on Gradient and Parsons 1997). These COCs are shown in Table 3-5. Calcium and
chloride are also COCs because they can enter Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek
from the waste beds. Most of the substances are of concern because of the potential
for direct toxicity to aquatic organisms. Four of the substances (mercury,
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hexachlorobenzene, DDT, and PCBs) are of particular concern because of the potential
for bioaccumulation by aquatic organisms and potential transfer to higher trophic levels
of the food web (i.e., birds and mammals). These four contaminants were the only
contaminants analyzed by Honeywell in biota at the Bridge Street facility due to the
limited quantity of biota tissue available for analysis. Therefore, other contaminants
may be of concern from a risk assessment standpoint. Calcium (calcite) is of concern
because of its potential to alter sediment characteristics.

3.1.2 Transport and Fate Mechanisms of Contaminants of Concern

Primary sources of COGs to Geddes Brook are the Bridge Street facility and the West
Flume. The ecological risk assessment for the Bridge Street facility (NY State Revision
1998, based on Gradient and Parsons 1997) identified the original source of
substances to the West Flume as various industrial operations that historically existed
at the site. Substances entered the West Flume by direct discharge, shallow
groundwater, and surface runoff. Substances may continue fo enter the West Flume
by shallow groundwater and surface runoff. Other potential sources of GOGs to
Geddes Brook include the unnamed creek and numerous municipal and
industrial/construction and debris landfills located east of Geddes Brook between Milton
Avenue and Gerelock Road. A large portion of this area was, and still may be, owned
by Honeywell. Geddes Brook is also subject to impacts associated with urbanization
(e.g., channelization, runoff).

Sources of COGs to Ninemile Creek include Geddes Brook and groundwater
discharges from Waste Beds 1-8, 9-10, 11, and 12-15. like Geddes Brook, lower
Ninemile Creek is subject to impacts such as channelization and runoff from
Interstate 690 that are associated with urbanization.

After COGs enter Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek, they are distributed among water,
sediments, and floodplain soils of the system based on their physical and chemical
characteristics. Volatile substances will partition to air while water-soluble substances
will remain in water and be eventually transported to Onondaga Lake. Particle-active
substances, such as mercury, will partition to suspended particles that settle to the
sediment. Substances associated with particles may become resuspended during
periods of high flow and move downstream or onto floodplains before settling out.
Resuspension of sediments from the creek bed and, to some extent, from floodplain
soils may occur during high flow events, and sediment will be transported to Onondaga
Lake.

Water, sediments, and floodplain soils may become secondary sources by releasing
these substances to aquatic, terrestrial, and human receptors. Substances enter biota
by being adsorbed from water or sediment through the dermal layers or respiratory
apparatus (this pathway applies primarily to fishes) or by being ingested with food,
sediment, or water. Bioaccumulation occurs when the uptake of a chemical by an
organism exceeds the depuration rate. Biomagnification of chemicals may occur as the
chemical passes up two or more trophic levels and increases in the tissue
concentration at each level.
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Differences in performance among competing manufacturers.
Differences in performance among alternative treatment chemicals.
Sizing requirements for future pilot-scale tests.
Screening of technologies for future pilot-scale tests.
Sizing of treatment units that may significantly affect the feasibility of
implementing future pilot-scale tests or implementing the full-scale technology

.

Compatibility of technical process materials with the substances under
evaluation.

.

8.2.2.4 Pilot-Scale Testing

Any pilot-scale testing is used to simulate the physical and chemical parameters of full-
scale processes. This step refines the information obtained in the bench-scale testing
to more accurately reflect the actual performance of full-scale processes. Because it
is likely that any pilot-scale testing would occur onsite, appropriate permits would be
obtained, as necessary, prior to implementation.

Because the time and cost associated with designing, assembling, and installing pilot-
scale tests may be significant, pilot-scale tests will only be performed for alternatives
that have a high probability of being selected. To determine the necessity of performing
a pilotscale test, the potential for enhanced performance and reduced amount of time
and cost associated with the implementation of a full-scale process will be compared
with the additional amount of time and cost associated with the implementation of a
pilot-scale test during the RifFS.

DETAILED ANALYSIS OF REMEDIAL ALTERNATIVES (TASK 3)8.3

The detailed analysis of alternatives will consist of the analysis and presentation of the
relevant information needed to allow decision-makers to select a site remedy. During
the detailed analysis, each alternative that passed preliminary screening will be
assessed against specific evaluation criteria. The results of this assessment will be
arrayed to compare the alternatives and identify the key tradeoffs among them.

This detailed evaluation will rely on data collected during the remedial investigation
phase of the RifFS and on the results of any treatability studies. The results of this
evaluation may serve as the basis for the preparation of a proposed plan and a record
of decision.
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The detailed analysis of remedial alternatives will include the following tasks:

Define and refine alternatives.
. Assemble and characterize evaluation criteria

Conduct detailed analysis of alternatives.
Compare alternatives.

. Recommend an alternative.

These tasks are described in greater detail in the following sections.

8.3.1 Definition and Refinement of Alternatives

Alternatives retained from the preliminary screening phase of the feasibility study will
be further defined as necessary to allow a more accurate final evaluation. Factors such
as process sizing can be refined based on the results of treatability studies. In addition,
a more accurate definition of the quantities of each medium requiring treatment will be
calculated based on the site characterization data collected during the remedial
investigation phase of the project.

8.3.2 Assembly and Definition of Evaluation Criteria

Candidate remedial alternatives will be further refined, analyzed, and evaluated based
on nine evaluation criteria (U.S. EPA 1988b). These criteria can be grouped, in order
of decreasing importance, as threshold, balancing, and modifying criteria. The nine
evaluation criteria are:

. Threshold criteria
- Overall protection of human health and the environment
- Compliance with ARARs

. Balancing criteria
- Long-term effectiveness and permanence
- Reduction of toxicity, mobility, and volume through treatment
- Short-term effectiveness
- Implementability
- Cost

. Modifying criteria
- Support Agency acceptance
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Community acceptance.

These criteria are based upon the statutory requirements of Section 121 of CERCLA,
the promulgated initiatives of the National Contingency Plan, and technical and
institutional considerations that EPA has determined appropriate for a thorough
remedial alternative evaluation. All candidate alternatives must satisfy threshold criteria.
Balancing criteria represent the primary criteria on which the evaluation of candidate
remedial alternatives is based. Modifying criteria are evaluated following public
comment on the RIfFS and the Proposed Plan.

All alternatives must provide overall protection of human health and the environment
and comply, to the extent feasible, with applicable regulations. The evaluation of long-
term effectiveness and permanence addresses both the magnitude of residual risk
embodied in the remedy and the adequacy and reliability of controls. Assessment of
the potential of a remedy to reduce waste toxicity, mobility, or volume through treatment
addresses the statutory preference for a permanent remec}Y that immobilizes or
destroys problem chemicals. Short-term effectiveness measures the ability of a remedy
to protect the community, workers, and the environment during remedy implementation,
or until remedial objectives are met. Implementability is a measure of both the technical
and administrative feasibility of constructing, operating, and maintaining a remedial
action alternative. Costs include direct and indirect capital costs and operating and

maintenance costs.

Prior to the detailed evaluation, criteria will be characterized in terms of the actions
integral to the remedy, the physical characteristics and exposure pathways associated
with hot spots, and other location-specific considerations. For example, chemical-,
action-, and location-specific ARARs will be identified and assembled. Information on
exposure pathways, cross-media effects, technological constraints, and physical
considerations will also be assembled and described in terms of the evaluation criteria.

8.3.3 Conduct Detailed Analysis of Alternatives

The nine evaluation criteria previously listed will be used to evaluate each remedial
alternative in detail. The assessment of overall protectiveness of human health and the
environment will describe how each alternative achieves this goal. The evaluation of
compliance with ARARs will describe how each alternative complies with chemical-,
action-, and location-specific ARARs or other criteria, advisories, and guidelines.

The evaluation of candidate alternatives against the five balancing criteria is the primary
basis for remedy selection. Each alternative will be analyzed individually against these
criteria in a detailed narrative fashion.

Support Agency and community acceptance will be addressed during the proposed
plan development and during the public comment period, respectively.
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8.3.4 Comparison of Alternatives

Once the individual alternatives have been described and individually assessed, a
comparative analysis will be conducted to evaluate the relative performance of each of
the different alternatives against each evaluation criterion. This comparison will also be
presented in narrative form, but will be summarized in simplified terms in a summary
matrix. This procedure will allow an independent analysis for each criterion to aid in the
selection of a final remedial action.

8.4 FEASIBILITY STUDY REPORT

The feasibility study report will be submitted at the completion of the detailed analysis
of remedial alternatives as part of Task 3. The feasibility study report will present the
results of the Task 1 evaluations, including a review of the scientific literature of
potentially applicable response actions and technologies and case history data from
other sites, all of the remedial alternatives considered in the detailed analysis, the
results of the preliminary screening of those alternatives, and the results of the detailed
analysis of remedial alternatives. This report will follow the outline presented in
Guidance for Conducting Remedial Investigations and Feasibility Studies Under
CERCLA (U.S. EPA 1988b).

8-11





9. REFERENCES

ASTM. 1995. Standard test methods for measuring the toxicity of sediment-associated
contaminants with fresh water invertebrates. E 1706-95b. American Society for Testing
and Materials, West Conshohocken, PA.

A TSDR. 1998. Draft toxicological profile for mercury.
and Disease Registry, Atlanta, GA.

Agency for Toxic Substances

BB&L. 1997. Supplemental site investigation work plan, Wastebeds 9 to 15,
Onondaga County, New York. Prepared for Honeywell, Syracuse, NY. Blasland,
Bouck & Lee, Syracuse, NY.

Blasland & Bouck. 1989. Hydrogeologic assessment of the Allied waste beds in the
Syracuse area. Volume 1 of 2. Prepared for Honeywell, Syr'pcuse, NY. Blasland &
Bouck Engineers, P.C., Syracuse, NY.

Blasland & Bouck. 1990. Personal communication (letter reports from G. Thomas to
A. Labuz, Honeywell, Solvay, NY, regarding flow measurements in Geddes Brook and
Ninemile Creek). Blasland & Bouck Engineers, P .C., Syracuse, NY.

Bode, R.W., M.A. Novak, and L.E. Abele. 1989. Biological stream assessment: tribu-
taries to Onondaga Lake (1989 survey). New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation. (not seen, as cited in COR 1991)

COR. 1991. Environmental assessment of lower reaches of Ninemile Creek and
Geddes Brook, Oswego watershed, New York. Prepared for Honeywell, Solvay, NY.
COR Environmental Specialists, Stow, MA.

Chang, H.H. 1992. Fluvial Processes in River Engineering. Krieger Publishing Com-
pany, Malabar. FL.

ChemRisk. 1991. Consumption of freshwater fish from Maine lakes and ponds
ChemRisk, Portland, ME.

Connelly, N.A. 1995. Personal communication (telephone conversation with M. Steele,
PTI Environmental Services, Waltham, MA, January 11, 1995, regarding data
contained in a prior published report). Human Dimensions Research Unit, Cornell
University, Ithaca, NY.

Connelly, N.A., T.L. Brown, and B.A. Knuth. 1990. New York statewide angler survey.
1988. New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Albany, NY.

Connelly, N.A., B.A. Knuth, and C.A. Bisogni. 1992. Effects of the health advisory and
advisory changes on fishing habits and fish consumption in New York sport fisheries.

9-1



Report for the New York Sea Grant Institute Project No. R/FHD-2-PD. Human Dimen-
sions Research Unit, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY.

Cooper, A.L., M.J. Tracy, and G.N. Neuderfer. 1974. A macroinvertebrate study of
Ninemile Creek. New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. (not
seen, as cited in CDR 1991)

Dourson, M. 1993. Modifying uncertainty factors fornoncancer endpoints. Advanced
Topics in Risk Assessment, Society of Toxicology 1993 Annual Meeting, New Orleans,

LA.

Ebert, E.S., N. W. Harrington, K.J. Boyle, J. W. Knight, and R.E. Keenan. 1993. Esti-
mating consumption of freshwater fish among Maine anglers. N. Am. J. Fish.
Manage.13:737-745.

Exponent. 19988 (in prep.). Onondaga Lake RifFS baseline ecological risk
assessment. Prepared for Honeywell, Solvay, NY. Exponent: Bellevue, WA.

Exponent. 1998b (in prep.). Onondaga lake RifFS human health risk assessment,
Prepared for Honeywell, Solvay, NY. Exponent, Bellevue, WA.

Finger, T.R. 1982. Fish community-habitat relations in a central New York stream,
J. Freshwat. Ecol. 1 :343-352.

Gbondo- Tugbawa, S. 1997. Concentrations and fluxes of total and methyl mercury to
Onondaga Lake, Syracuse, New York. Thesis. Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY.

Gentry, P.R., A.M. Shipp, J.M. Gearhart, K.S. Crump, and H.J. Clewell. 1998.
Reevaluation of the current RfD for methylmercury. Poster presentation at the 1998.
Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting, March 1-5, 1998. The K.S. Crump Group, Inc.,
ICF Kaiser, Ruston, LA.

1994. Exposure factors manual. J. SoilGephart, L.A., J.G. Tell, and L.R. Triemer.
Contam.3(1):47-117.

Gradient and Parsons. 1997. Remedial investigation report, LCP Bridge Street
Facility, Solvay, New York. Volumes I-V. Prepared for Honeywell, Solvay, NY.
Gradient Corporation, Cambridge, MA, and Parsons Engineering-Science, Liverpool,
NY.

Hicks, A. 1994. Personal communication (telephone conversation with D. DiMauro,
PTI Environmental Services, Boston, MA, on October 31, 1994). New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation, Delmar, NY.

Revised edition,IJC. 1989. Great Lakes water quality agreement of 1978,
International Joint Commission, United States and Canada.

9-2



Israeli, M., and C.B. Nelson. 1992. Distribution and expected time of residence for
U.S. households. Risk Anal. 12(1 ):65-72.

Klein, S. 1995. Personal communication (telephone conversation with D. DiMauro, PTI
Environmental Services, Boston, MA, on February 2, 1995, regarding mink observed
near shore of Onondaga Lake by PTI staff, summer 1992).

Labuz, A. 1997. Personal communication (telephone conversation with C. Tucker,
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Division of Water, Albany,
NY, in September 1997, regarding reclassification of Geddes Brook and Ninemile
Creek). Honeywell, Solvay, NY.

Larson, T. 1997. Personal communication (letter to A.J. Labuz, Honeywell, Solvay,
NY, dated October 22, 1997, regarding Onondaga Lake RifFS work plan for Geddes
Brook and Ninemile Creek sediment sampling). New York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation, Albany, NY. -

larson, T. 1998. Personal communication (letter to A.J. labuz, Honeywell, Solvay,
NY, dated March 13, 1998, regarding Onondaga lake RifFS work plan for Geddes
Brook/Ninemile Creek remedial investigation). New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation, Albany, NY.

Middleton, G.V., and J. B. Southard.
S.E.P.M. Short Course #3. 2nd Edition.
Mineralogists, Tulsa, OK.

1984. Mechanics of sediment movement.
Society of Economic Paleontologists and

Newell, A.J., D.W.. Johnson, and L.K. Allen. 1987. Niagara River biota contamination
project: fish flesh criteria for piscivorous wildlife. Technical Report No. 87-3. New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation, Bureau of Environmental Protection,
Division of Fish and Wildlife, Albany, NY.

NYSDEC. 1989. Engineering investigations at inactive hazardous waste sites in the
State of New York: Phase II investigations of Onondaga Lake. New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation, Albany, NY.

NYSDEC. 1992a. New York State rare plant status list. S.M. Young (ed). New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation, Division of Lands and Forests, New
York Natural Heritage Program, Albany, NY.

NYSDEC. 1992b. Rotating intensive basin studies. New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation, Albany, NY.

NYSDEC. 1994a. Fish and wildlife impact analysis for inactive hazardous waste sites
(FWIA). New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Division of Fish
and Wildlife, Albany, NY.

9-3



NYSDEC. 1994b. Personal communication (letters to D. DiMauro, PTI Environmental
Services, Waltham, MA, dated November 2 and 14, 1994, regarding information
request for Onondaga lake region). New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation, New York Natural Heritage Program, Wildlife Resources Center, latham,

NY.

NYSDEC. 1996. New York State fishing regulation guide 1996-1997. New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation, Albany, NY.

NYSDEC. 1998. Surface water and groundwater quality standards and groundwater
effluent standards: water quality regulations for surface waters and groundwaters.
Express terms for 6 NYCRR Part 703. New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation, Division of Water, Albany, NY.

NYSDEC. 1999. Technical Guidance for Screening Contaminated Sediments
York State Department of Environmental Conservation. Jan. 1999.

New

OLEMC. 1976. Onondaga Lake environmental action plan. Onondaga Lake Environ-
mental Management Council, Syracuse, NY.

1990. Region Five waterfowl census. Kestrel 21 (2):5.Onondaga Audubon Society.

Onondaga Audubon Society. 1991. Region Five waterfowl census. Kestrel 22(2):6.

1992. Region Five waterfowl census. Kestrel 23(2):3.Onondaga Audubon Society.

Onondaga Audubon Society. 1993. Region Five waterfowl census. Kestrel 24(2):4.

Proud, J. 1994. Personal communication (telephone conversation with D. DiMauro,
PTI Environmental Services, Boston, MA, on October 31, 1994). New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation, Cortland, NY.

PTI. 1991. Onondaga lake RifFS work plan. Prepared for Honeywell, Solvay, NY.
PTI Environmental Services, Bellevue, WA.

PTI. 1992. Onondaga Lake RifFS site history report. Prepared for Honeywell, Solvay,
NY. PTI Environmental Services, Bellevue, W A.

PTI. 1993. Onondaga lake RVFS mercury and calcite mass balance investigation
data report. Volume I. Prepared for Honeywell, Solvay, NY. PTI Environmental Serv-
ices, Bellevue, W A.

PTI. 1996. Onondaga Lake RifFS West Flume mercury investigation and
supplemental sampling and Ninemile Creek supplemental sampling data report.
Prepared for Honeywell, Solvay, NY. PTI Environmental Services, Bellevue, WA.

9-4



PTI and Dames & Moore. 1997. Addendum to the Onondaga lake RifFS mercury
modeling report. Re-evaluation of tributary loading. Prepared for Honeywell, Solvay,
NY. PTI Environmental Services, Bellevue, W A, and Dames & Moore, Salem, NH.
Rhodes, Jr., C., and M. Alexander. 1980. City of Syracuse wetlands inventory
1976-1978. Syracuse, NY.

Richards, N. 1982. Section 4.06: Biological community. In: Draft Environmental
Impact Statement to Accompany Application for a Permit to Continue Operation of an
Existing Solid Waste Management Facility for Industrial Non-hazardous Solid Wastes.
Vol. 4. Calacerinos and Spina, Consulting Engineers. Liverpool, NY.

Rusk, M. 1994. Region Five waterfowl count (data compilation).
Tango, P. 1993. Unpublished data on bird species observed near Onondaga Lake in
1993. State University of New York, Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse,
New York.

-
TERA. 1998a. Notes from the January 1998 ITER peer review meeting. Toxicology
Excellence for Risk assessment web site. February 3, 1998. http://www.tera.orgt
news/jan98.htm.

TERA. 1998b. Site-specific RfD for methylmercury for a fish eating population is
approved by peer review panel. Toxicology Excellence for Risk assessment web site.
February 3, 1998. http://www.tera.org/news/febcc.htm.

Tetra Tech. 1988. Commencement Bay nearshore/tideflats feasibility study. Public
Review Draft. Prepared for the Washington Department of Ecology. Tetra Tech, Inc.,
Bellevue, WA.

Thomas, G.M. 1997. Personal communication (letter to A.J. Labuz, Honeywell,
Solvay, NY, dated November 5, 1997, regarding transmittal of the thirty-fourth quarterly
report for the ongoing monitoring program in the Nine Mile Creek Valley). Blasland,
Bouck and Lee, Syracuse, NY.

USDC. 1988. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, and U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development American Housing Survey for the
United States 1985. Current Housing Reports. (H-15-85, 28-29, 1988). (not seen, as
cited in Gephart et al. 1994)

u.s. EPA. 1986. Quality criteria for water-1986. EPA/440/5-86/001. U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, Office of Water Regulations and Standards, Washington,
DC.

u.s. EPA. 1988a. Ambientwaterqualitycriteriaforchloride-1988. EPA/440/5-88/001.
u.s. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Water Regulations and Standards,
Washington, DC.

9-5



U.S. EPA. 1988b. Guidance for conducting remedial investigations and feasibility
studies under CERCLA. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Emergency
and Remedial Response, Washington, DC.

U.S. EPA. 1989a. Risk assessment guidance for Superfund. Volume I: Human Health
Evaluation Manual (Part A). Interim Final Report. EPA 540/1-89/002. U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, Office of Emergency and Remedial Response, Washington,
DC.

U.s. EPA. 1989b. Exposure factors handbook. EPA/600/8-89/043. U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Exposure Assessment Group, Office of Health and
Environmental Assessment, Washington, DC.

u.s. EPA. 1989c. Summary of ecological risk assessment methods and risk
management decision in Superfund and RCRA. EPA 230/03-89-046. U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Policy, Planning, and Evaluation,Washington, DC. -

U.S. EPA. 1990. Guidance for data usability in risk assessment. U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response, Washington, DC.

u.s. EPA. 1991 a. Risk assessment guidance for Superfund. Volume I: Human health
evaluation manual supplemental guidance. Standard default exposure factors. Interim
Final. OSWER Directive 9285.6-03. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of
Emergency and Remedial Response, Washington, DC.

u.s. EPA. 1991 b. Risk assessment guidance for Superfund. Volume I: Human health
evaluation manual (Part 8, development of risk-based preliminary remediation goals).
Interim Report. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Emergency and
Remedial Response, Washington, DC.

U.S. EP A. 1991 c. Role of the baseline risk assessment in Superfund remedy selection
decisions. Memorandum from Don R. Clay, Assistant Administrator, to Regional
Offices. OSWER Directive 9355.0-30. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office
of Solid Waste and Emergency Response, Washington, DC.

u.s. EPA. 1992a. Dermal exposure assessment: principles and applications.
EPA/600/8-91/011 B. Interim Report. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of
Health and Environmental Assessment, Washington, DC.

U.S. EPA. 1992b. Internal memorandum dated February 26,1992, from F.H. Habicht
II, Deputy Administrator to Assistant and Regional Administrators, regarding guidance
on risk characterization for risk managers and risk assessors. U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington, DC.

9-6



U.S. EPA. 1992c. A Monte Carlo approach to simulating residential occupancy periods
and its application to the general population. EPA 450/3-92/011. U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington, DC.

u.s. EPA. 1993. Baseline human health risk assessment: Buffalo River, New York,
area of concern. Assessment and Remediation of Contaminated Sediments (ARCS)
Program. EPA 905-R93-008. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Great Lakes
National Program Office, Chicago, IL.

u.s. EPA. 1994."Considering Wetlands at CERCLA Sites". May 1994.

U.S. EPA. 1995. Assessing dermal exposure from soil. EPA/903/K-95/003. U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Region III, Office of Superfund Programs,
Philadelphia, PA.

u.s. EPA. 1996a. Ecotoxthresholds. EPA/540/F-95/038. U.s. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response, Washington, DC.

u.s. EPA. 199Gb. Proposed guidelines for ecological risk assessment. EPA/630/R-
95/0028. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Research and Development
Publications, Technology Transfer and Support Division, Cincinnati, OH.

U.S. EPA. 1997a. Ecological risk assessment guidance for Superfund: process for
designing and conducting ecological risk assessments. U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Environmental Response Team, Edison, NJ.

U.S. EPA. 1997b. Exposure factors handbook. Volume II: Food ingestion factors.
EPA/600/P-95/002Fb. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Research and
Development, Washington, DC.

U.S. EPA. 1997c. Health effects assessment summary tables. EPA 540/R-93/058.
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Solid Waste and Emergency
Response, Washington, DC.

u.s. EPA. 1997d. Internal memorandum from E.W. Johnson, Chief, to RBC Table
Recipients, dated October 22, 1997, regarding risk-based concentration table. U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Technical Support Section (3HW41), Philadelphia,
PA.

u.s. EPA.1999a. Risk Based Concentrations Table USEPA Region III: Oct. 1999.

U.S. EPA. 1999b. Risk Assessment Guidance for Superfund - Supplemental
Guidance: Dermal Risk Assessment - Interim Guidance (Internal Draft).

u.s. EPA. 1999c. Region 9 Preliminary Remediation Goals.

9-7



USGS. 1991. Stream flow data for Ninemile Creek at Lakeland (Station No.
04240300): January 1976-December 1990. U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S.
Geological Survey, Albany, NY.

Van Druff, L.W., and M.A. Pike. 1992. Wildlife and habitats of the Onondaga Lake
area: a review. A report prepared for the Wildlife Habitat Working Group of the
Onondaga Lake Management Conference. State University of New York, College of
Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse, NY.

Van Druff, L.W., and R.N. Rowse. 1986. Habitat association of mammals in Syracuse,
New York. Urban Ecol. 9:413-434.

Warren-Hicks, W., B.R. Parkhurst, and 8.8. Baker. 1989. Ecological assessment of
hazardous waste sites: a field and laboratory reference. EPA 600/3-89/013. Prepared
for U.8. Environmental Protection Agency. Kilkelly Environmental Associates, Raleigh,
NC, and Western Aquatics, Inc., Laramie, WY. -

Woodruff, L. 1989. Personal communication (transmittal to PTI Environmental
Services of copy of notes concerning conversation with M. Dourson, Environmental
Criteria and Assessment Office, regarding interpretation of reference dose and
exposure intakes). U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10, Seattle, WA.

9-8



C8CP0()54f 07""- WA



~

J~
I

t!cIi8



)

~: Basiard & ~ (1989)











. Gather and analyze relevant site data

. Select representative data sel

. Identify potentially exposed populations

. Identify potential exposure pathways

. Group potential exposure pathways into
scenarios

. Quantify exposure

- Estimate exposure poim concentrations
and substance intake concentrations for
pathways

I

~~

~'~WA



SPECIES OF BIRDS OBSERVED ON ONONDAGA LAKE AND ITS
SHORELINE DURING THE SUMMER OF 1993

TABLE 3-1

Family (Subfamily) Common Name Scientific Name

Gaviidae Common loon8 Gavia immer

Phalacrocoracidae Double-crested cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus

Ardea herodias
Butorides virescens

Ardeidae Great blue heron
Green heron

Anatidae

Anas platyrhynchos
Anas rubripes
Anas strepera
Anas discors
Anas americana
Anas elypeata
Aix sponsa

(Anatinae)

(Anserinae) Branta canadensis
Branta bernicla

Mallard
Black duck
Gadwall
Blue-winged teal
American wigeon
Northern shoveler
Wood duck

Canada goose
Brant

(Aythyinae) Greater scaup
Lesser scaup

Mute swan

Common merganser

Osprey"

(Cygninae)

(Merginae)

Aythya marlla
Aythya aff;n;s

Cygnus olor

Mergus merganser

Pand;on hal;aetus

Phas;anus colch;cus

Pandionidae

Phasianidae

Charadriidae Charadrius semipalmatus
Charadrius vociferus

Tringa melanoleuca
Actitis macularia
Arenaria intetpres
Calidris pusi/lus

Scolopacidae

Ring-necked pheasant

Semipalmated plover
Killdeer

Greater yellowlegs
Spotted sandpiper
Ruddy turnstone
Semipalmated sandpiper

Laridae

(Larinae) Larus marinus
Larus delawarensis

Sterna hirundo
Sterna caspia

Columba livia

(Steminae)

Columbidae

Apodidae

Alcedinidae

Great black-backed gull
Ring-billed gull

Common temb
Caspian tern

Rock dove

Chimney swift

Belted kingfisher

Common flicker
Downy woodpecker

Picidae

Ghaetura pelagica

Geryle alcyan

Golaptes auratus
Picoides pubescens



TABLE 3-1 (cont.)

Fami Common Name Scientific Name

Tyrannidae Great crested flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus
Eastern phoebe Sayomis phoebe
Willow flycatcher Empidonax trail/ii
Alder flycatcher Empidonax alnorum
Least flycatcher Empidonax minim us
Eastern wood-pewee Contopus virens

Hirundinidae Tree swallow Tachycineta bicolor
Bank swallow Riparia riparia
Barn swallow Hirundo rustics
Purple martin Progne subis

Carvidae Blue jay Cyanocitta cristata
American crow Corvus brachyrhynchos

Parus atricapil/us
Parus bicolor

Paridae Black-capped chickadee
Tufted titmouse

House wrenT roglodytidae

Mimidae Mockingbird
Gray catbird

Troglodytes sedan

Mimus polyglottos
Dumetella carolinensis

Turdidae American robin Turdus migratorius

Bombycillidae
Sturnidae

Bombycilla cedrorum

Stumus vulgaris

Vireonidae Vireo o/ivaceus
Vireo gi/vus

Parulidae Dendroica petechia
Geothlypis trichas
Setophaga ruticil/a

Icteridae Agelaius phoeniceus
Quiscalus quiscula
Molothrus ater

Fringillidae House finch Carpodacus mexicanus
American goldfinch Carduelis tristis
Chipping sparrow Spize/la passerina
Song sparrow Melospiza melodia

Source: Tango (1993)

Note: All species except the rock dove and European starling are New York State Protected Species.
a New York State Protected Species of Special Concern.

.. New York State Threatened Species.

Cedar waxwing

European starling

Red-eyed vireo
Warbling vireo

Yellow warbler
Common yellowthroat
American redstart

Red-winged blackbird
Common grackle
Brown-headed cowbird



Anas
platyrhynchos

Anas rubripesBlack duck

Gadwall

Green-winged teal

Ring-necked duck

Greater scaup

lesser scaup

Common goldeneye

Common merganser

Red-breasted
merganser

American coot

Mute swan

Anas strepera

Anas crecca

Aythya collaris

Aythya marlla

Aythya affinis

Bucephala clangula

Mergus merganser

Mergus serrator

Fulica americana



TABLE 3-3. SPECIES OF MAMMALS POTENTIALLY PRESENT NEAR ONONDAGA LAKE

Virginia opossum a
Didelphidae Didelphis virginiana

Blarina brevicaudaShorttail shrewSoricidae
Vespertilionidae b Little brown bat

Northern long-eared bat
Big brown bat
Red bat
Hoary bat
Silver-haired bat
Eastern pipistrel
Eastern cottontail a

Myotis lucifugus
Myotis septentrionalis
Eptesicus fuscus
Lasiurus borealis
Lasiurus cinereus

Lasionycteris noctivagans
Pipistre/lus subflavus

Sy/vilagus floridanusLeporidae

Sciuridae Tamia§ striatus
Marmota monax
Sciurus carolinensis
Tamiasciurus hudsonicus

Eastern chipmunk
Woodchuck
Gray squirrel a

Red squirrel

Beaver a Castor canadensisCastoridae

Cricetidae Deer mouse
White-footed mouse
Meadow vole
Muskrat 8

Muridae Norway rat
House mouse

Peromyscus maniculatus
Peromyscus leucopus
Microtus pennsylvanicus
Ondatra zibethicus

Rattus norvegicus
Mus musculus

Canidae Canis latrans
Vulpes fulva
Urocyon cinereoargenteus

Procyonidae

Mustelidae

Coyote.
Red fox.
Gray fox.

Raccoon.

Mink.
Striped skunk a

White-tailed deer aCervidae

Procyon lotor

Mustela vison
Mephitis mephitis

Odocoileus virainianus

Sources: Van Druff and Rowse (1986)
Van Druff and Pike (1992)
Proud (1994, pers. comm.)
Hicks (1994, pers. comm.)
Richards (1982)
Klein (1995, pers. comm.)

a New York State Protected Species.

b Bat species are known to occur in Onondaga County and may inhabit the Onondaga Lake

area.
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TABLE 3-5. CONTAMINANTS OF CONCERN FOR THE
BRIDGE STREET FACILITYa

Metals

Aluminum

Antimony
Arsenic

Cadmium

Chromium

Copper
Iron

Lead

Manganese

Mercury

Methylmercury
Nickel

Silver

Zinc

Semivolatile Organic Compounds

Benz[ a ]anthracene

Benzo[ a ]pyrene

Benzo[b ]fluoranthene

Benzo[k]fluoranthene

Chrysene

Fluoranthene

Hexachlorobenzene

Indeno[1,2,3-cd]pyrene
Phenanthrene

Pyrene
Total polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons

Pesticides and Polychlorinated Biphenyls

DDT

Endosulfanl

A~oclorS@ 1 Q16/1248: 1 g§4 and 1260

a Identified in surficial soil, surface water, sediment,
or biota (NYS revision 1998 based on Gradient and
Parsons 1997 and in a NYSDEC fish collection
conducted on November 30, 1994).



TABLE 3-6. COMPARISON OF MAXIMUM CONCENTRATIONS OF METALS AND
ORGANIC COMPOUNDS IN SURFACE WATER OF GEDDES BROOK AND NINEMILE

CREEK FROM 1987 TO 1995 WITH STATE AND FEDERAL WATER QUALITY VALUES

Observed ValueScreen~g Value-- I

Value 5owce8- - -~-- SourceMax Location COC?Chemical

3,700
130

6U
1,700,000

12.1
44

5,400
58

380
1.0
20 U

228

NMC

NMC

NMC

GB

NMC

NMC

NMC

NMC

NMC

GB

NMC

- NMC

NYSDEC (1992b)
NYSDEC (1989)

NYSOEC (1989)
COR (1991)

PTI (1993)

NYSDEC (1992b)

NYSOEC (1992b)

NYSDEC (1992b)
NYSDEC (1992b)

NYSDEC (1992b)

NYSDEC (1989)

NYSDEC (1989)

100
3.9

3.61

230.000

130.75

16.19

300

7.98
80

0.0026

93.48

148.94

NYSOEC (1998)
U.S. EPA (19968)

NYSOEC (1998)
U.S. EPA (19888)

NYSOEC (1998)

NYSOEC (1998)
NYSOEC (1998)

NYSOEC (1998)
U.S. EPA (19968)

NYSOEC (1998)

NYSOEC (1998)

NYSOEC (1998)

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes

6
130
1.8

NYSDEC (1993)

U.S. EPA (19968)
U.S. EPA (19968)

, W GB. NMC
&: GB

0.8 GB

PT! (1993)
PT! (1993)

NYSOEC (1989)

No
No
No

M.t. flJg/L)
Alumif1um
Barium

Cadmiumb
Chloride

Chromiumb

Copperb
Iron

Lead"

Manganese
Mercuryc
Nickeib
Z. bInc

Organic Compound. flJg/L)
Aromatic Hydrocarbons

Benzene
Toluene

Xylenes
ChiorWl..ed Aromatic Hyckocarbon.

Chlorobenzene
Dlchlorobenzenes

Halogenated A._./A Chloroform

Trichloroethene
Phthalat..

Di-n -butyl phthelate
P..tlcide.

Chlordane

NYSOEC (1998)
NYSDEC (1998)

NMC
NMC

NYSDEC (1989)
PT1 (1993)

~
~

5
5

1
1.2 U

u.s. EPA (1986)
U.S. EPA (1986)

GB
GB

NYSOEC (1989)
NYSOEC (1989)

1.240
21.900

1
I

No
No

NYSDEC (1989)33 U.S. EPA (19968) 0.8 GB No

U.s. EPA (1986) 0.8 GB NYSDEC (1989)0.0043 v-
Note: COC - contemlnant of concern

GB . Geddes Brook
Max. - max~ obswved concentration in Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek
NMC - N~ie Creek
NYSDEC . New Yrxk State Dep.-tm«1t of Envworvnental Cons.vation
U - chemical was not detected W1 any sample. value presented is the detection Imit
W . ch~ic" was not detected; the sample quantitation lmit is an estmated quantity
U.S. EPA . U.S. Environmantal Protection Agency

. Screen~g values .e New Yrxk State standards (NYSDEC 1993). New YMk State water ~ality

standards (NYSDEC 1998). EPA ambient water quality criteria (U.S. EPA 1986). EPA ecdogical toxicity
threshdds (U.S. EPA 1996a).

b Scre~ing val~ were calc~ated based on water hardness of 200 mg/L.. Merc\6Y value is based on dissdved frxm and is protective of wiclife.
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TABLE 3-8. COMPARISON OF MAXIMUM CONCENTRATIONS OF METALS
IN SEDIMENT FROM GEDDES BROOK AND NINEMILE CREEK

(1987-1995) WITH NEW YORK STATE SEDIMENT SCREENING VALUES

- -M;t~ -~nin;g~e. -- Observed Value

(mg/kg dry weight) lEl SEl Max. Location Source COC?
Arsenic 6.0 33 6.3 NMC. NYSDEC (1989) Yes
Cadmium 0.6 9.0 2 NMC NYSDEC (1992b) Yes
Chromium 26 110 18 NMC NYSOEC (1989) No
Copper 16 110 37 NMC NYSDEC (1989) Yes

Ironb 2.0 4.0 2.6 NMC NYSDEC (1992b) Yes
Lead 31 110 43 GB NYSOEC (1989) Yes
Manganese 460 1,100 600 NMC NYSDEC (1989) Yes
Mercury 0.15 1.3 21.1GB NYSDEC (1989) Yes
Nickel 16 50 40 NMC NYSDEC (1992b) Yes
Zinc 120 270 172 GB - NYSDEC (1989) Yes

Note: COC
GB

lEl

Max.

NMC

SEl

contaminant of conc~n
Geddes Brook
lowest effect level
maximum observed concentration
Ninemile Creek
severe effect 1evel

. Screening values are those identified by NYSDEC (1999).

b Iron concentrations are percent dry weight.



TABLE 3-9. COMPARISON OF MAXIMUM CONCENTRATIONS
OF METHYLMERCURY AND PCBs DETECTED IN FISH

FROM GEDDES BROOK AND NINEMllE CREEK
WITH TISSUE SCREENING VALUES FOR WilDLIFE

-. - sub;ti;nce- - - TiSSuescreeningValue8 - -- ---

(mg/kg wet weight) Newell et al. (1987) IJC (1989) Max COC?
Methylmercury -- 0.5 b 2.816 Yes
Arock>r@1254 0.11 c 0.1 c 0.14 Yes

Note: . no screening value available

- contaminant of concern
. Intematk>nal Joint Commission

CDC

IJC

. Tissue screening values are for fish-consuming birds and animals

b Screening value is for total mercury.

C Screening value is for total PCBs.



SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT AND MEASUREMENT ENDPOINTS FOR THE
EVALUATION OF ECOLOGICAL RECEPTORS IN AND AROUND GEDDES
BROOK AND NINEMILE CREEK

TABLE 3-10.

Endpoints

Assessment Measurement

Sediment Toxicity Evaluations

Chironomid test Population abundance

Population production

Percent mortality

Biomass

Amphipod test Percent mortality

Fecundity

Population abundance

Reproduction (sustainability of
population)

Assemblage Evaluations

Benthic macroinvertebrates Population abundance
Assemblage structure

Fishes

Taxa production

Population abundance
Assemblage structure

Population production
Organism health

Population size structure
Organism health

Organism health

Species abundance; Benthic
Community Metrics:
. Total species richness;

. Dominance index (e.g.,
Swartz);
. Abundance of indicator
species or taxa (e.g., NCO);
- Community composition
(comparison to predetermined
model); and
- Species diversity (e.g.,
Shannon-Wiener).
Taxa biomass

Contaminant body burdens;
Species abundance

Contaminant body burdens;
Individual biomass

Contaminant body burdens;
Individual length

Contaminant body burdens;
Individual abnormalities

Bioaccumulation Evaluations

Fishes Organism health
Risk to aquatic biota

Measured contaminant
concentrations in tissue of each
of forage and plscivorous fishes

Wildlife (e.g., birds and
mammals)

Organism heahh
Risk to terrestrial biota

t'lbdeled contaminant
concentrations



Table 4-a. HUMAN HEALTH RISK ASSESSMENT GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS
(not the definitive list)

1. USEPA, 1991 Risk Assessment Guidance for Superfund (RAGS); Volume I, Human Health
Evaluation Manual (Part C, Risk Evaluation of Remedial Alternatives),
OSWER Directive 9285.7-01C, December 1991.

2. USEPA, 1998. Risk Assessment Guidance for Superfund (RAGS);Volume I, Human Health
Evaluation Manual, Part D., OERR, Interim Publication No. 9285.7-01 D

3. USEPA. 1992. Supplemental Guidance to RAGS: Calculating the Concentration Tenn
OSWER 9285.7-081. May 1992.

4. USEPA. 1997 Human Health Evaluation Manual: Supplemental Guidance: Interim Dermal
Risk Assessment Guidance, OSWER Directive 9285.7-10. (Can only
provide DAFs and references)

5. USEPA. current version. Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS);On-line Service
(WWW.EPA.GOV/IRIS)

6. USEPA. Health Effects Assessment Summary Tables (HEAST), Use most current version

7. USEPA, 1996. PCBs: Cancer dose-response assessment and application to environmental
mixtures. EPA/600/P-96/001A.

8. USEPA. 1993. Provisional Guidance for Quantitative RiskAssessment of PolycyclicAromatic
Hydrocarbons. EPN600/R-93/C89. July 1993.

9. U.S. EPA 1995, Memorandum from Carole Browner on Risk Characterization, U.S. EPA,
February 22, 1995.

Memo from Administrator Carol10. USEPA 1995) EPA Risk Characterization Program
Browner dated March 21,1995.

11. USEPA, 1996. Revised Policy on Performance of Risk Assessments During Remedial
Investigation/Feasibility Studies (RIfFS) Conducted by Potentially
Responsible Parties, OSWER Directive No. 9340.1-02 mistakenly
numbered 9835.15c.

12. USEPA. 1986. Risk Assessment Guidelines for Mutagenicity Risk Assessment. 51 Federal
Register 34006, September 24, 1986.

13. USEPA, 1986. Risk Assessment Guidelines for Chemical Mixtures 51 Federal Register
34014, September 24. 1986.



Table 4-a. HUMAN HEALTH RISK ASSESSMENT GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS (cont

14. USEPA, 1990. Risk Assessment Guidelines for Male and Female Reproductive Health
Effects.

15. USEPA, 1995. Risk Assessment Guidelines for Carcinogen Risk Assessment Proposed,
Federal Register.

16. USEPA, 1992. Risk Assessment Guidelines for Exposure Assessment. Federal Register

17. USEPA, 1995. New Policy and Evaluating Health Risks to Children. Memo from
Administrator Carol Browner and Deputy Administrator Fred Hansen dated
October 20, 1995.

-
18. USEPA. 1997. Policy for Use of Probabilistic Analysis in Risk Assessment. USEPA. Office

of Research and Development. EPA/630/R-97/001.

19. USEPA, 1992. Final Guidance on Data Useability in Risk Assessment (Part A), OSWER
Directive 9285.7-09A., June 1992.

20. USEPA, 1992. Guidance for Data Useability in Risk Assessment (Part B), OSWER
Directive 9285.7-098, August 1992.

2 USEPA, 1993. Data Quality Objectives Process for Superfund, Interim Final Guidance.
OSWER Publication 93559-01, EPA 540-R-93-071.

22. USEPA, 1989. Air/Superfund national Technical Guidance Study Services, Volumes I-IV,
EPA 450/1-89/001,002,003,004, July 1989.

23. USEPA, 1993. Revised Interim Soil Lead Guidance for CERCLA Sites and RCRA
Corrective Action Facilities. OSWER Directive #9355.4-12.

24. USEPA, 1995. Soil Screening Guidance: Technical Background Document EPA 540/R-
95/126.

25. USEPA, 1996. Final Soil Screening Guidance, May 17,1996. Soil Screening Guidance
User's Guide, EPA 540/R-96/018.

26. USEPA. 1996. Recommendations of the Technical Review Workgroup for Lead for an
Interim Approach to Assessing Risks Associated with Adult Exposures to
Lead in Soils.

27. USEPA, 1993. Role of the Baseline Risk Assessment in Superfund Remedy Selection
Decisions, OSWER Directive 9355.0-30.



28. USEPA, 1993. Guidance for Conducting Non-Time Critical Removal Actions Under
CERCLA. OSWER 540-R-93-057, August, 1993.

29. USEPA, 1992. National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (The

NCP). OERR, OSWER Publication 9200.2-14, January 1992.
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TABLE 4-6. FISH CONSUMPTION EXPOSURE ALGORITHM

Chronic Daily Intake (mg/kg -day) = Clish xIRx~xF"xEFxeo
BW x AT

where:

~
IR

CF
A

EF

ED
BW
AT

-

=
-

=
-

substance concentration in fish (mg/kg wet [uncooked] weight)

fish ingestion rate (g/day wet [uncooked] weight)

conversion factor (10-3 kg/g)
fractional intake from contaminated source (unitless)

exposure frequency (days/year)
exposure duration (years)

body weight (kg)
averaging time (period over which exposure is averaged [days])
- carcinogenic effects: 70-year lifetime x 365 days/year
- noncarcinogenic effects: ED x 365 daYslyear -

Exposure Assumptions.

Future Recreational Scenario

RMEParameter
Receptor

Cfish
IR
FI
EF
ED
BW

Adults
Substance-Specific

6.68 25-
0.1b 0.3b
365 365
9 JaC
70 70

Sample Calculation

Chronic daily intake (for carcinogenic effects) for RME scenario where the substance concentration is
1 mg/kg:

1 mgljsg x 25 gldav x 10-3 kala x 0.3 x 365 davs/vear x 30 vears
70 kg x (70 years x 365 days/year)

= 4.6 X 10-5 mg/kg-day

Note: EPA
RME

u.s. Environmental Protection Agency
reasonable maximum exposure

Footnotes on foRowing page.



TABLE 4-6. (cont.)

a Fish ingestion rates (typical and RME) are the recommended values for the general population consumption
of freshwater/estuarine fish; and the 95th percentile for recreational freshwater anglers (U.S. EPA 1997b).

b Fractional intake based on data from Connelly (1995. pers. comm.) and best professional judgement
regarding use of tributaries.
C Based on exposure durations as recommended in RAGS.



TABLE 4-7. SEDIMENT INGESTION EXPOSURE ALGORITHM

CS x IR x CF xFf x EFx EDChronic Daily Intake (mg/kg - day) =
BW x AT

where:
cs
IR

CF
FI

EF
ED
BW
AT

- substance concentration in sediment (mg/kg)

ingestion rate (mg soiVday)

conversion factor (1Q-6 kg/mg)

fraction ingested from contaminated source (unitless)

exposure frequency (days/year)
exposure duration (years)

body weight (kg)
averaging time (period over which exposure is averaged [days])
- carcinogenic effects: 7o-year lifetime x 365 days/year

- noncarcinogenic effects: ED x 365 days/year

Exposure Assumptions.

Future Recreational Scenario
Parameter Typical RME

CS Substance-Specific Substance-Specific
I~ 50 100
Flc 0.1 1.0
EP' 5 14
ED 9 (adults) 30 (adults)d
BW 70 (adults) 70 (adults)

49 (older children) 49 (older children)

Sample Calculation

Chronic daily intake (for carcinogenic effects) for average (central tendency) scenario in the southern part of the lake
(adults) where the substance concentration is 1 mg/kg:

1 mg/kgx50 mg/day x 10-6 kg/mgxO.1x5 days/year x9 years.
70 kg (70 years x 365 days / year

=1.3x10-1O mg/kg-day

Note: EPA - U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
RME - reasonable maximum exposure

a All exposure assumptions from U.S. EPA (1991a) unless otherwise noted.

b Ingestion rates from U.S. EPA (1997b).

Footnotes continued on following page.



TABLE 4-7. (cont.

C Based on best professional judgment about site use (see text).

d Based on exposure duration as recommended in RAGS.

e Based on body weights for older children (ages 9-18) from U.S. EPA (1989b).

I Children under the age of 6 were not expected to visit the tributaries because of lack of access. Calculations
were made for older children only in the average scenario with an exposure duration of 9 years and for adults
only in the RME scenario with an exposure duration of 30 years. This approach provides maximum exposure
estimates for adults and children.



TABLE 4-8. SEDIMENT DERMAL EXPOSURE ALGORITHM

CSxCFxSAxAFxABSxEFxEDAbsorbed dose (mg/kg - day) =
BW x AT

where:

CS
CF
SA
AF

ABS
EF
ED
BW
AT

- chemical concentration in sediment (mg/kg)
conversion factor (10-6 'kg/rng)
skin surface area available for contact (cm2/event)
soil-to-skin adherence factor (mg/cm2)
absorption factor (unitless)

exposure frequency (events/year)
exposure duration (years)

body weight (kg)
averaging time (period over which exposure is averaged [days))
- carcinogenic effects: 7Q-year lifetime x 365 days/year -
- noncarcinogenic effects: ED x 365 days/year

Exposure Assumptions.

Future Recreational Scenario
RMETvcicalParameter

ABS
EP
ED
BW

Chemical-specific Chemical-specific
5.00Q-adults. 3.600-older children 5,SOO-adults, 4,400-older children

O. 15c (adult) O.3d (adult)
O.'z: (older children)g 2.~ (older children)g

chemical-specific (see text [section 4.3.3.5])
5 14

9-adults/older children 3o-adults', 9-older children
70-adults 7D-adults;

49-older children 49 - older children

Sample Calculation

Central tendency absorbed dose (for carcinogenic effects for hexachlorobenzeneh with a dermal absorption
factor of O.1[USEPA default recommendation for SVOCs)) for average scenario for southern portion of the lake
(adults) where the substance concentration is 1 mg/kg:

= 1 m~g x 10-6 ka/ma x 5.000 cm2/event x 0.15ma/cm2 x 0.1 h X 5 events/vear x 9 years

70 kg x (70 years x 365 days/year)

= 1.9 x 10-9 mg/kg-day

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
reasonable maximum exposure

EPA
RME

Note:

Footnotes continued 00 following ~.



Table 4-8 (cont'd)

a Exposure assumptions from U.S. EPA (1991a) unless otherwise noted.

b Surface areas represent the 50th and 95th percentile estimates of 25 percent of total body surface for adult

and older child 9<18 years (U.S. EPA 1997b).

C Central tendency soil-to-skin adherence factor for adults and older children reflects U.S EPA's latest

guidance.
d RME soil-to-skin adherence factor for adults and older children reflects U.S EPA's latest guidance.

e Based on best professional judgment about future site use.

I Based on 30 year exposure duration as recommended in RAGS.

g Children under the age of 6 were not expected to visit the tributaries because of lack of access.

h 10% (0.1) absorption for hexachlorobenzene, based on USEPA Region II generic default recommendation

for semivolatile organics.





The purpose of the initial site assessment on December 15-16, 1997, was to
determine appropriate water, sediment, floodplain, benthic invertebrate, and fish
sampling locations and to make general observations related to fish and wildlife
resources, vegetative covertypes, and habitat quality. The site assessment was
pertinent to both Step 1 of a fish and wildlife impact analysis (NYSDEC 1994) and
Step 5 of a Superfund ecological risk assessment (U.S. EPA 1997). Information
obtained during the site assessment was used to develop the work plan. Dr. Betsy
Henry and Mr. Steve Truchon of PTI Environmental Services conducted the initial
site assessment with the assistance of Mr. Bob Halbritter of O'Brien & Gere.

The assessment entailed examining the downstream reaches of Geddes Brook and
Ninemile Creek (downstream of the confluence with Geddes Brook) by boat and
viewing various points of the upstream reaches of Geddes Brook (downstream of
West Genesee Street) and Ninemile Creek (downstream of the Three Arches
Aqueduct) from the stream bank or with waders, when feasible. In the downstream
reaches of Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek, sediment probing was conducted.
Video tape was taken of representative areas of the downstream reaches of both
streams, of Ninemile Creek upstream between the Geddes Brook confluence and
adjacent to Waste Bed 11 , and of Geddes Brook from the unnamed creek upstream
to Gerelock Road. Photographs were taken of all areas visited. Locations of
tributaries, point sources, and access points for locating sampling stations were
documented in a notebook and by camera and video. The general nature of the
stream, banks, floodplain, riparian vegetation, and aquatic and terrestrial organisms
were recorded on a sketch map of the area.

The downstream reaches of Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek were traveled by
boat from the point where Geddes Brook surfaces from the double culverts under
the State Fair Grounds property to the confluence with Ninemile Creek and then
down Ninemile Creek to the outlet at Onondaga Lake. The stream bottom was
probed with a metal rod at transects located approximately every 1 00 yd along the
stream. Each transect contained as few as a single sediment probe point in upper
Geddes Brook to as many as five points in Ninemile Creek. The transect locations
and results of sediment probing are shown in Figure A-1 and Table A-1. Field
personnel also prepared a sketch map of stream sediment characteristics including
penetration depth, and areas of cementation (calcitic crust) and deposition.
Floodplains were included on the map.

Upper Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek were also assessed by walking along the
banks and on the stream bed with waders, if possible, and by probing sediments
from the bank. Upper Geddes Brook was examined by walking upstream from the
area of the unnamed creek discharge to where the brook flows under Horan Road.
The reach of Geddes Brook upstream of Horan Road was examined from various

A-2



access points (i.e., Gerelock Road, private driveway approximately midway between
Gerelock Road and Milton Avenue, southern end of Horan Road, Milton Avenue,
and residential area between Milton Avenue and West Genesee Street). Various
reaches of upper Ninemile Creek were also examined. These areas included the
Three Aqueduct Park (access from Thompson Road), the Amboy dam (access from
Warners Road), the confluence of Beaver Meadow Brook with Ninemile Creek
(access from Airport Road). Photographs and notes were taken of all areas visited
in upper Geddes Brook and Ninemile Creek.

REFERENCES
NYSDEC. 1994. Fish and wildlife impact analysis for inactive hazardous waste
sites (FWIA). New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Division
of Fish and Wildlife, Albany, NY.

u.s. EPA. 1997. Ecological risk assessment guidance for-Superfund: process for
designing and conducting ecological risk assessments. U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Environmental Response Team, Edison, NJ.
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Dace(s) of ~VIOUS sice visit(s): N A .

Please atuch to the cbcckJist USGS Iopo,nphic ~s) or the lite. if available. . tl~ ~ I ~ - n
~e!. f\'CjL-lre. ~-l mM GofdLi~ ~'(ook IN Int~\e.. wor~p M)tl...I"W.L;r'If.«.

~ amal or olha site photorrapbs available? 0 ~ ~ no If ~ pieasc aaach any available Ji1Oto(s) &0 Ihe ale
map a,the conclusion of this ~OQ. 7

6.
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7. The )aDd use OD the ale is:

-
. -AI Urban

- ~ Rm'a)

. ~ Residential

1beara~m,~silCis:
NA-miJendias

..:l::.?:. CI, Urban L Y \ ~ r\t1l\'\. ~)

.:3Q..CI,R1U2J

~pn>~~;p-~ CI, ResjdeDbaJ .

.~ lndusuiaJ (0 light D heavy) . ~ IndumiaJ (0 light 0 iK:8yy)

. ~ AgriculnttaJ ." Apicu1~

(Crops: (Crops:

. ~ ~bOoaJ

(Describe': Mle' if it is G park. ~rc.)

2:.-., RtacaUoDal L.4>6t-r~ N,~m..'le..Cretck.

(DuCTibc; no'e if;' is G part. err.)

1::brte, A.q~\.lUt Pax-b
w hlX l.; oY e 'n '-t CII.tl4L ~~~~ s

-~ UndistUrbed . '-.?L~ Undisntrbed tJ\V\e.-VY\.(k, cr~e..k...

lOO-~ Other ~\~ coo~~ts of -1.Q.--~ Other h\~hw4.tj l.4S~In'lU1J
broot{Grt~ 0Jt'\.tl a5£OG.(~!d t'O.A,,\ro(1d., -tr-a.iX5

~p\air1... -
Has any movcment o( soil ~ place at the silt? ~ yes 0 ~o. If~. plase idcnrify the most likdy cause of dUs
dIStUrbance;

8.

- ArnculturaJ Use

1- Natural Events

Heavy Equipmc:nt Mining

_Erosion_Other

Please describe: ~~h f ~ 'h rU~LJ{\\AL.Q..., U ~ e~.V\..uk.
~ st\l.9.J(~ \.ba.Jr\~ ~ ~mt., ML~. Mjlllll..L tl>

G~Jlo. J.IJ 6 Y'Ql) ~ l.iMd.. ~\\I\(JY¥..J L ~~~ ~ hM Vt.6t, blM~
~)h.JJtbt -LL ~ o~ l 0 ~. . " rtL ~:J::L lu~~., bt.k
lJ\I\. ~1/UJL.L ) l6 ~»\I\J~ ~ l).e*\ VoL ~ ~ D i!-" . Ml.I

6 -\1:IJt;, l \ -uJ- ~ 5 ((l ~ ~ ~ (..t.N\.o.. ~ u..~f1l>1 ,'Ui\.CA.l ~ ~

~CJ\A..L 6 ~ ~rt~ .
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9. Do &DY ~~--.riaUY JeDSilive CDVg..;-.;;;:..;c;-.r.1 GQS exist adjaa:l11l0 or in poximity 10 d)C si~ c.I.. ~ aJxS Stale
parks. NaliODaJ IIMi Stale monummu. WdI.Dds. Jlrairie JX)tholes? RemDnbeT. flood plDillS GIld Mortlmlds Grr IIDt
always o~ious; do IIDt ~r -lID. ~hDIII ccmfinninf inft1nnDtiDIL .

61~ ~~1.4.tt.l- 1)JlJ:\.D.Jtt ..tlo .

J O. What tyJx: of facility is I~ at ~ lite?

0 Chemical 0 Manufaauring 0 Mixing 0 W Ute disposal

1)' Other (specify) fut;tDn'c.t1.D '_l)nfu blilD.- ~-

J J. What are the s~ con~~ _lS of ~ atlbe Pie? If ~ wba1 a; ~ ~UIIl c:oDCeD~~ ~ II AA

~SUL ~ SCAl.J.~~~~t~, "Jtj.Jj ~ l:lM..eo4/('r\lIYt:t,C!.tOCAi~ J-. V\\, ~~o'\JQ.-,-~r... )
~ SI.I:b ~rttIt\ ~ I ~ J~~~ ~ c.cM. (.tIv,I\. aA.t.. oJ.lJifNiY'l.ulYnJ ,M.A~ ~ I t~~~~~j I

~.d./fY\WAI\i\.J ,eM.D ~ »C.&WlrV -,~ 'Y\..., ,JiA. L ,~.Q.)f\Nu\\.L4L.. I r'W).~* \ r ~ ,
"'2:1'(\<'.., blIrtw.(~1~ . )~.61J~ a.) PG~S 20f'J-Pl.\.&L. ~\mM~ , ., h

tlNttAL1::1J. ~ w \~ ~~iJ~Nvt . ~ o,..t/J-.c1ltL.- \.1tt, l)J D;CI1f:;-
12.~k any potential roUIeS 0 0 sile nugratiOft of cooWDiDanu o~~ at ttr; site: {>\.wLft.tt1_4.. ~ .

0 ~ions 0 Drainage ditdIes~ SwaJcs

= Runoff' 0 Windblown.-ni(:ulalCS 0 VdUcubr uaffic

1 Other

13. If known. w~t is the approxi~ depth to the water uble'! /J~ .

14. Is the dl~cuon of surface runoffapplJ~i.t from site observations'! ~ yes 0 no Jfycs. towbicb ofthc following
d~s the surface runoff discharrc'! Indicale all that apply. .

~ Surface water ~ Groundwater 0 Sewer 0 CoUcaion impoundment

J 5. Is ~ a navipble wattrb<xiy or aibuwy to . navi~le watabody?

33

Please provide die ~s) or iDformaDOD uscd 10 ickmify dJese IC1IsiIi\'e areas. and indi"'~ Ita ~ localion
on the site map. WoeJ;:,lM.~ r'I\Af ~ OnJY\.dA~o.- [.fJ..h. .

?'te~:d.j\".hjsy '- o.tJ (1. . ~~.o..If'\~ /.) ~ ~ ~ ~ k



16. 1s ~ . walerbody an~ 00 or in ~ vicinity of ~ site? Jf yes. also complete Sa:tioo m: Aquabc Habiw
~ - Non-flowing S~ and/or Sea;oo IV: ~uaIic Habiw Q)CCklist - flowing SySICDS.

~ yes (;;:.:;;;- (!.bt\!;,iJltf) &,tJ ~ ~
J 7. 1s ~ evidence of fioodiog? ~ yes 0 DO' W,.,lIInds and flood plGiIu Dn IIDIDlwDYs obviDau; do ft£ uwrr-1ID

. Wilholll CDnfinninK informDlion. Jf yes. complete Semon V: WeIJaDd Habitat n-"list.

18. If. fadd guide was usa! to aid any of die ideDtifaalioas. please poyide a rderalce. Also. cstima~ ':'Ie time ~
;~g fA ~~,~sa~~~ ~~ is ~L f~CJY\l1.(A(.tl.L at iI\.t.-Uhn R., or

~J(V\j)t~1J) .#L "tIu,t\lJY'(\Lli..a t:MAr(~:c..i~~.iJ)'\~ ( 1)(1/('(V1nLl- l q Cf i) .
~ ~~ O~~h"D.W M MA.k d.~~4> ~ "'})U1.l'{'r~beA. 'r-\q 7 ~
~ ~ OJ\L. ~eAibt ~ ~ D~W; ~ ~te"t(;)\..LJ ~ ~ ~etL.ckl~:t~.

J 9. Are any ~tened and/or cndan~ species (plant or animal) known 10 inhabit ~ ~ of ~ Die? M yes 0 DO
If yes. you Dr,. rl'.qu;r~d ID wrify ,his infonnDlion wilh ,h~ U.s, Fish and Wildlif,. S~~ J! spccies~1ities ~
known, plcasc list them nexL

H \' e.., ~~ u~ J- A~ ~,.t~~ w~ck Y'r\iJJK~Jt.Ak ~ -tA.LLVt~
W(A.f... i'A "",ri fA" J ~J~.4. ~ ()V\.I\'\..A.44.c..-L.8~. ~A.tl..(i)tL.,

11..J}~",;~;Ir ~~W~.c:1lYY\l~ ~ .,h~ ",:$Ot( AR..o> aAL :
\\dft 's - to~~ ftxr\ L~fJ!::f}i.~ ~~lo~~i~ .., ~. ~ i~ no)
'j ~ bUAl: h~..fV\. L~.Q y... ~.!:!:~~ ~ )
O? ~ ~ L~~~~~ \ ~l~~ ~ )
~MmOn terY\.. (~{x)1A.. h\('t,V(\A,o). --

~ P "o.Ir\ ilJlN\ l~!~~ d.. ~ ~ ) -

20 Record wuther condiuons al the ti~ this checklist was prqJaJui:

DATE. \}.-J llo '~l-

Wo Tempcralurc (-CleF) 32. NonnaJ daily high terujXfA~

rJl~- Wind (dl~on/~) rJA- ~ilauon (rain. snow)

t5 % Cloud cover.
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Geddes Brook originates in the town of Camillus and flows approximately 5 kIn to its

confluence with the West Aume (which discharges from the LCP Bridge Street facility).

Aow continues north to Ninemile Creek on. the border of the New York State

fairgrounds. Geddes Brook flows through a mixture of residential, rural, and urban areas.

Depth is shallow (usually <O.5m) and occasionally restricted by culverts. Substrate is

predominantly a mixture of sand and cobble except in the lower reaches which are silty.

Ninemile Creek flows from Otisco Lake north to Onondaga Lake. Upstream flow is

through rural areas while downstream flow is past waste beds, under highways and

railroad tracks. Surface waters are a mix of riffles and pools, and sediments are cobbly

with moderate to large areas of silty deposition. Surface water flow over Amboy dam

presents a one meter barrier to fish migration. The confluence of Ninemile Creek with

Beaver Meadow Brook and Geddes Brook occurs approximately 1.7 km and 2.3 km

downstream of the Amboy dam. Downstream of the confluence with Geddes Brook,

water flow is rapid for a 50 meter stretch of riffles. Several islands channelize flow.

Downstream of the islands, Ninemile Creek increases in width and decreases in velocity

while passing under numerous overpasses. before discharging to Onondaga Lake.

Additional description is available in the work plan

NAAdditional PreparersSitc Manarer_J\\ . \...o..,bll:c I ~t\\tA ?'\~~

Datc_- \~l\\t b<t -

35



n. TERR£STRIAL HABITAT CHECICI-'ST

WOODEDDA.

2.

Me ~ any wocxic:d arcas at ~ Pie? ~ yes 0 DO U DO. '10 ID SeCtion lIB: SmubISaub.

What ~&age or mea of the lice is wtMxIc:d? ~ , §jP. aaa). l...4ia'~ ~~. ~ ~ the lite D\8p
whjcb is ~ ID a copy of &his chcc"~u- Please ~ what iDfcxmabOD was used to r::amiDC ~ w~meaoflhesilC. V(~\ADJ.. Su.N'~ \d.~tJJ ?\\U(A, ~Af~/~""(:A~ '

'5 W I1.Wlf n..t4..c... ~ffiu,.'i.t. ,.L.. t>b ~LM:d t., CALtk.. ~ O'r\.M.d.lr-l4kL
What is Ibc domjDaD( type of VCJdabOD iD - wocxicd ma? (Cirde OK; E~JI'=~~~~ Maid) ~- a
phOtOpapb. if avaiiablc.

3.

4 What is the pt:dominant size of the ~ at the site'! Use dil~ter at brast bctghL

0 0-6 in. ~6-12 in. 0 > 12 in. -

5. s~ ~ of ulKkmory PaCDt. if ~ Provide. JiIO~ if nailabIe. N A
lJoo~ aJt.t4.l) olf> 0 -¥.' ~ ~~"tttLu.p p1Iv !\l.A.4u~ ~ G~d l1IJ f>m ~
()Ji\1J.- f\1Iy\.R.Jt"ni~ &iLk.- .~~~ M ~~ M CL t"v\~.tLM,L, I)-l.. t\1, ~0 ~ \ ~.tI"f')\..Q..f'tk., J D.t.\.J-p~ u . . . u . . U r' \ ~ .

SHRUB/SCRUBlIB.

I

2

Is shrub/scrub vegcu-uon present at the sale? 1 ~ 0 no If no. go to Seajon DC: OpeD Field.

~ ~~M~ t s-9\Auh luJ. OY\..[OJ\..("IM\ L """W-aJ1tLbt..LLa What pe~enu-,e of the sise is co~ by scnab'shrub vclCu-tion? (~., ~ acra). lndicase the arcas of

shnIbiscrub on the sise map. PleaK idc:ntify what jnfomwjon was used to dclermi~ dUs ara..

V \~ Ai S{)J\M~

4

What IS the domiftant '>'PC of saub/shrub vcr~uon. if DOwn? Provide a photOgnpb. if available.

boj..ltJ1JA .J J b<l\t~) S-(..(I'n"\fi..t, ) 1..vtllJ"\A.r; Cl}(\t\.!M ~ -tl*l) ~}
W\~ ~MM~ . .

What as the ~ximale aVU3ge hci,ht of d)C scnab/stuvb Yege\ation?

0 G-2 ft .K 2-.5 fL 0 >.5 fL
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s. Based on site obscrvlliODS. how dense is the saub/sJu'Ub \'egeunon?

0 Dense ~ PaId1y 0 Sparse

OPEN FIELDDc.
I. Are tbc!c opeu (bare. bm=) fldd 8rUS pIaCDt at the _? ~ yes C ~ If yes. pIcasc:

indicar'thetyp::bdow: f\.w:I ~D~S~ ~frtJJUIt'.~..J . . .'

0 Prairieiplains . 0 Savannah. 0 Old field f:/: Other (specify) ~h\rLtljrtJL ~

What ~tage of ~ site is OpeD field? t~ ~ .ZJQ aaa). IMi ~ the OpeD ~ OD dx: .i1e map.2.

3. What is/~ the dominant planl(s)? Provide . photograph. if available.

~r~~se..s

4.

~CELLANEO USUD.

Are other typeS of ~ habitats ~t at the si~. other d1an wocx1s. saub'smub. aDd open field? 0 yes 0 no
If yes. identify and dcsaibe them below. . . .

~cribc the t~strial miscellaneous habitat(s) and identify these ~(s) on the site map.

NA
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3. What ~w-aliODS. if' any. ~ made 81 the site ~gudiDg Ibc ~.,;ieDe{; aDd/or.~ of i..~- fish. bints.

mal~~ r::J:~~rot. bUM..c'W S J roJo~ f\/Lc.k..o} BIf'!8:t, bki_{..,t..h.frt~)

~ ~ ~A.tl bci\J., ) \,A)o~,ci.L Wi d.lJAJ .

4. Review the questions in Section 110 detaminc if any ~booaJ babiw r-t--"lisu shcxaJd be c::;;mplacd flX'this sirc.

N.t\
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In. A QUA '11 C HAD ITA T OIECJa..IST - NON - n.o WINGS Y STEMS

NDI~: Aquaa"c synenu Gn oftm gu!"!:iDted with a.ordDnd lsabirDu. PlI:D.Jeo rrfeor lD SeoaiDn v. WeollDnd HDbiIDI
CMd:li.rt.

1. What type of OJx:n-wara. non-flowing sysaem is ~t al the lile?

IAJ' NaDU'al (poDd. lake)

yO Artificially QcaIed (1agDOn. re;savoir. caDa1. impoUDdmc:llI)

2. U mOWD, what is the ~s) of die ~y(iICS) ~ or adjaa:nt to die w?

D (\ ~lLL~ 1..,

If a watabody is ~I. what ~ its known uses (e.g.: r=zabon. navipnon. esc.)? ... a.r(.D.t~
What is the approximale ~ of the waierbOOy(ies)' \ 2 ~ '8ae(S).

3.

4

s. Is any aquatic vegcution praeot? ti yes 0 DO If yes. please identify the type ~ICWiOft ~ if mown.

'POt-" ..v\Ni (.t I\n ~f'0 ~ent «SubDaJQt ~ FIoaDDg . - ,-, :~-'L#"

~~~e~\lUM~. E:~1\~5f' ~'t~~~~. ~(""O~~\\~~.
If known. what is die depth of ~e wala'? M1J..M '"l m ~ ~(~ \ q ~6.

7 What is thc ~ composition of thc SU~? Q)Q:t. aJl dw apply.

= Bedrock ~ Muck Cflnclblack)

= Boulder (>10 in.)

~ SaIxi (couse)

~ Silt (rIM)' 0 Debris

= Cobble (2.5.10 in.) C Mill (shells) ODcuims

= Gravel (0.1.2.5 in. D~0 O.y (slick)

Other (specify)

8 What is the s~ of WaIrr in the wuabody?

't RlvcrlS~C~k. ~ Groundwaler

= Induslnal dlSCharJe ~ Surface runoff

~ Other (~) ~\)J'\ \ C\ ~
~4 ~ p\o.4(t.
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9. Is ~ . diId1arIC frvm ~ sitc 10 ~ ~'IabcMt)'? ~ ~ [J ~ If ~ pJcasc dcsaibc Ibis

. discb8J'JC~iupalh. C,\~ ~i ~ fo\\oW\ W\')..li11Mt~: G~iJLJ fxcok..
1ht.-?\ ~ Cb)I\. V"b ..u. - ~A..J. ,;tJJ..N1\t- Mild/",\.. t~..,tr\U}1lL
(,\)'\(,IJ1 d~ ()..(.S~-l, W\.lM- U\u. i)1vl1 r:;.. , .

~)\11.~~-~ ~ r~{.itAl.e, V~lJJt-- UY\~h~ dio~i -t.: M...

~~-" rI\lb-4.b1A]- '&~ 0/I\..tl Gf JLlLo~J .Ji )
I O. Is ~ . discbarIe from the w~y? r;i: yes 0 ~ If yes. aDd ~ iDf onDaIiOD is avU1&' -Co kkDIify from ~ list

bdow ~ cnYU-v...~" infO whidlthe W8IatJOdy disdaarJes. ,: (). .:.'.
. \r/ Oll\1tt b .:))-UCD- K.w«.J

~ RiYCJ"/S~ . 0 oasi~ DisIaDce -~ A

CQrocmdwala' 0 ofIsisc0 oDsirc

DWdlaM DoBVIe 0 oftsite DistaDCC

OoftSile 0 offsile0 Impoundment

11. Identify any field mea.s~~ts and ObservaUoRs o( waaer quality that ~ m.te. For those panmc!ers (or whim
data ~ collecud prov1dc the ~nt and d)C units o( ~ below:

_NA- ~

DepIh (8vcagc)

Tw.~-~ (ckpth of the WaJa" &1 ~ me ~r was 1akCD)

pH

Dissolved oxylCn

~anny

Turbidity (cleM. slirhtJy turbid. nubid. opaq~) (Secchi disk ckpth . )

Other (specify)

I~. Describe obSCr\'ed color and &lea of colorauon.

No o..bnor~ &11DY"P.bir~

13. Mark the open-water. non-nowing system on the site map anachcd to this checkliSt.

4,0



14. Wba1 obSClvabons. if any. ~ made at die Watcrbody reguUmglbc pcseDCe aDd/or .bsCDce of bc:Dmic
maaoiDvcne~ fish. b"Uds. ~~It- etc.?

r ~ W ~ YlIJ..,ck b l' r1lIJ ) dttCik s ) t\JJJn1.aJY\. f ~ oct N L ~
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IV. AQUA DC HABITAT CHEC1C1JST - n-OWING SYSTEMS

Hole: ~uaIic synrrru D~ D/rm cssDdDleJ willa ~tlDNllsDbiIDU. Pk4re rrfe-r to SeCtiDII V. WetlDNl HDbilD1
Qaecilist

What type(s) of flowinr ~ System(s) is (~) pre:5cftt.at the site?

0 S IJ'C:.am M CI=k
0 Arroyo ;M. Brook'
0 lnIcmiuent SIJ'C:.am D Q1aftlWliftB
0 Other (specify) .

DRiver
DDrywasb
DAniflciaUy

aU1ed
. (ditch. tIC.)

2.

3.

4.

If known. what is Ihe name of d1c w.terbOOy?£t~Jj Broo'f-,J M\'(\l,\nA!a, tret.k.
For DabIr.aJ syszems. are dIcre any iM~tors of physical aIteraIi~ (C.J.. ri.-""&. debris. ac.)?

t~s~ ~~~'~'~ ~M C~~.~ r1'\ bo 'j da./rr\- 6YL r\iI(\l/rnA~ . CA.(~- I CtA.~t.(:to) a..Q.t(j\iIA,,~
cf SW.9.JfV\ - blJ.. JD(!.tJ..u.;D)'\J U o..r..Q~..o ti~~ Wl~ , ~k

d).)J\.i1\-'6 ~ , ~ 4Os .
What is die IencraJ composiliOft of d1c mbmuc? Q)CCk all that apply.

0 Bedrock ~ Suxl (~)

~ Silt (fine).

D Muck ( fi~bck)

0 Boulder (>10 in.) 0 Debris

ODea'iblS

o~

Gt~iS.e;;~li.o~~~e~~t~:~~ve~~ ~~~Jit~)w::Q; - p \It ~~tLIJ. L.\{A'Pj't 0- b ~A'\k.s aAl. Off(\lJ'/, L\I¥\ .tLtt 1t
\ -;;J. fY\t:tll\L) . ( D) .; j ~ ~ ~ \'(\ U'Y\A 1 ~ C'( uk - - b~ v (].X \ t., ~ 'iY\ 'S ~ ~ '5 ~ <6 D (iI'Y\."-L lS

~ili \ , c.e1\ ~ 'J e flR tlrt\ "e.., Ct> \j f.J(. ~ ~ \f 6.X\ U fr'M)) --< 0 . '5 m -to 2 .
b. Is Ihe system ~~~ -v~? 0 yes }It no Whit infomwion was used 10 make Ibis delcrminalion?

LlA!L of COY\ Y\ f.Lft(l\l\-. tC> OCfiJJt'\. .

42

)l: Cobble (2.5-IO in.) 0 Marl (shells)

~Gravel (0.1-2.5 in.) 0 Cay (slick)



Is the flow iuIcrmiUm1? 0 yes ~DO If yes. please Dote ~ infmmarioo dial was used iD manftllbis dcs=miDabOD.7.

8. Is thcIe a dism.IC fnxn 1be site 10 ~ waftf' xtj? ~ ~ [J DO If ~ please describe die discbarJC aDd its.-IIL
\t\t.., W Wt jt\J./rnJ , 0/V'\.cl (Jrv\.. MtMA;yniiL CN~ dM~.DJ tJ1L ~ .

GfM.tO 0 yl)O ~. ~OJjt.l\.o fY\tAQ. M "D'OO(. ~""- (jt.A.d. !/J &OO~
. ()"\SC~!1A~... b r\L~... ~ C.J\L~. ..

9.

10. Identify any field ~ts aNi obscrvabons of waIa quality mat ~ made. Fm' d)Qse ~ for wbid1
~ta were coll~tcd. provide the ~ aM the lmits of ~ in the: apprUJlliale space below:

~~e.. Width (fL)J 'StL \~~ A -\ ~ W1~ ~
~~l ~ e Depth (fL) ,

lJJi Velocity (specify units):

Tc",iX'.~ (dqJCh of the water' at whidt ttx: ~Dg was taken

pH

Dissolved oxYr=

~inity

Turbidily (clear. slightly tUrbid. tUrbid. opaque)
(S~hi disk. depth )

Other (specify) .

43

Is th~ . disclwJe (n,m die wa1eJbcxIy? 1m' yes CJ DO If yes. 8M dx: infcxmatioo is .v-~c. please ickDIify wba1
the wa tCrtIOO y discharJes 10 and whether ~ disda8rIC is on site m' off ate.



12. Is &nh ~uaUc v~on ~t? )S' yes [) no If yes. please idcutify the ~ of vegewion paeD't. if known.

..,p E~~!ft\1Yiirt.L) 'ri Subu~.eDt [) F1oatiD& .
13. Malt die flowing W81e1' ~~:~~' ~ ~ fuofe.- ~ ~!lJ«! ~~ilik.l

J 4. What observauons ~ made at the waterbOOy rerarding die presence aDd/or absence of benthic
macroinvcnebraleS. fISh. birds. DWDmals. ac. ? -

w~;d: L M tJJi)l.I) C?Jtf.At \::R,uL ~..6Y"--

44

11. Desaibc obsei-~ color aDd area of coloration.



v- WE'I1.A.ND HABITAT CHECKLIST

Based O(LObscmliODS and/or available infonnarion. ~ dcsignared or kDOWII ~ dcfmildy ~t a1 d)e site?
~ya Dao

I.

2.

Please ~ die: ~ of obscr'YaUODS aM iDfonnabOD used (e.&- USGS TOJX>~ Maps. Na1iODaJ Wetlaad

D f: C h'tana j(\, . -V IC~/"tI~.!~ -\
loAk.t.. . fl.w~AIt\ ~ If. ~ ~ ~ tJjiJf['t ~ ~)I'\ut ~ ~~~M.oUA~~).

Based on die: ~on of Ihe site (eog.. alODg8 w8Jabody. in 8 fioodplaiD) aM lite cODdiUODS (Co&.. n.lxliDl ~
dark. welsoils; mud cracks; dcbris liDC; W8IC' marks). arc wetlaJld babiws mspcc-~?
~yes 0 DO.Uycs. ~ wi1h die ~.i t ofdM: Wetland babiw ~ODr+--~lift

3. What rype(s) of ve,ewjon ~ present in the wct1&Dd?
ME.I~~ Mtid"'.. ~i~~~-A J .

0 Wocxicd u '~ S ~
0 OIhcr (iJX.o.7i) PhrD.,~ltL A/' . ~
0 Submcrrcut
0 Scrub/Stuub

l.lJ

4

s. h ~dlnr Wate:r ~seDt'? ~ yes 0 no If yes. is d\is W8Ia". ~ Flub 0 Brackish L~
What IS the approxlmaae aru of Ihe wate:r (sq. fL)'? ,). Kt'Y\ 'Z -:. O~--n~~
Please complcae quCSUODS.. J J. J2 in Q)CCkJist m . AqUaIIc Habiw - N~Rowinl ~ystems.

6 l.s Ihcn evldcntt or flocdinr at the lite? What obscrvations ~ ~?

= Bunressln, DW8iDmarb 0 Mudcracks

~ 0Ihcr (describe below) .

t l~\oJ'(\ UJ\.l.M CVlI£l ~U, eJt1,l1MJIlllo tUM-
i~iA\ .dD lM. n..li)\R., ~ ~tl.t.k- r GlI>w-oy...)~M-UNt\ )

~~b~ ~\l..t.lJhl.tR - '.
\)J1~ 4 .s MilI\.. yv,JjDIr":t.. SWI-/lJ..o 1 ~-noii.Q.

olbv '

= Debris li~

-(.1:)1,) 'rLl\t{
'f(i~lL ~.,..
~ 6-~jiJl..o

_~AIil- (

-~

Provide a genctal dcsaiption of the ~~OD paeDt in aJMi aro~ ~ wcUaDd Ox:igb1. colm. ac.). Provide a
pholOrraph of the ~wn m ~ wetlands. if available.



If gown. wha1 is the SO\Dt:e of the W8IC' in the wet1aJxf?,.
OGlOlmdwala'

~Suum/Rjver~k/1..akt./POr1d

)ll Aocxiin~

,,-" '""'
,{ '-"")

8. ) If yes. pleasc; dcsaibc.

~ -::tdet...
l)i&~._-=--A~~'¥~~l;-.~=ef~-:: . CON /'4 E' c... ..,.. ~ L..lJ e: -T" -

-=r::N-C:-; c.. v 0 e:. 5 Y. fA) I e, C (, epp A --s ~ ) I 'CS Y tA.) I C>

CNINs:M'1.-£. C~-e~) ~O. ONONOIt~A LA"".,e:.

-L..AN~

9 Is ~ a discharge from d1e wet1aDd? ~ yes 0 DO. If yes. to what warerbcxty is disdIarIC ~casaf?

~ S un ace S ueamfRiyu 0 GrowMtwaacr 0 LaktJPond 0 MariDe

10. 1f .soil sample was eo~ describe d.e ~-ua ofdx: soil in ~ weI1aIKt au. Cirde m' wnle in ttx: best

raponsc. (\at ~l \-eiliL.
Color (blue/mY. brown. black. monied) ~ A

Water content (dry. we\. sa0U2lr;d/unsanaa~) N A

II" Mark"the observed wetland uea(s) on the .nad.cd siae map.

.6
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